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ment to allow freo expbrt of base metals,
The Premier, for whom I have the greatest
respeet and admiration—and have always had
that against considerable opposition—in my
opinion made a mistake in the formation of
his Ministry. I do not take exception to the
ability of those who form the presemt Gov-
etnment, for I think we have one of ‘the
atrongest Cabinets we have ever had in West-
ern Australia. I do, however, take exception
to the faet that no representative of the
northarn portion of the State is a member
of the Executive,

Hon. J, Cornell: We have nong from the
goldfields either.

Houn. H. CARSON: I realise more and more
every day that this huge State, especially
under present conditions, will not be de-
veloped satisfactorily when our Executive is
formed of men who comte from practically
one province.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is nearly all a Nor-
tham Govermment,

Hon, H. CARSON: The feeling is evident
in my province that there is too much cen-
tralisation, and there are some grounds for
it. If we hdd a representative of one of the
northern constituencies in the Cabinet it
would allay that feeling to some extent.
The Premier is keen on developing the South-
Weat and I think he iz right, bet this should
not be done to the detriment of any other
portion of the State, The Government arc
buying up many estates in the South-West,
and I do not know that any offers have been
refosed. This is not so in the Geraldton
digtrict. There we have had estates offered
to the Government but they have been re-
fused.
of the board, the estates were not satisfac-
tory for the repatriation of our soldiers, but
the Government should endeavour to secure
land even if they have to resume it by arbi-
tration. There are many men in our distriet
who are desirous of settling on the land but
are unabls to secure snitable holdings. When
speaking on the high cost of living, I forgot
to mention that the citizens of Western Aus-
tralia are mnot doing all that they might do.
There are many people who are paying 3s.
4d. a bag for imported oatmea].
imported to this State £28,000 worth of oat-
meal and at the same time have been export-
ing oats to the Eastern States. 1 think we
shonld do more regarding our local prodme-
tion. ‘We had huge stacks of wheat here, and
if that had been crnshed into meal and used
in the same way as oatmea) it would have
been a good thing for Western Australia.
Hon, J. Nichoson: There are plenty of oats,
too, ’

Hon. H. CARSON: If that had been done
oatmeal would have cost ls. a bag instead
of 3s. 4d. I congratulaté the Minister for
Edueation upon establishing his correspond-
ence classes for children in the country who
are unable to get to the schools. This is a
very fine move, and I am pleased that so
many are availing themselves of it. We have
‘to try to reduce the cost of government, I
believe the people think it is about timé that

This may be becansde, in the opinien

We have,

members of both Houses were reduced in
number. 1t is also high time we had a re-
distribution of seats.

Hon. J. Corne]] There is room for im-
provement in the Public Service.

Hon. H. CARSON: Co-operation is going
to do much to 1ift us out of our present diff-
culties, and the Government should do all
they can to encourage thie movement. I have,
however, a complaint against some of the
leaders of the Labour party. Of course I
desire to see my fellows improve their posi-
tion. There are leaders of the Labour party
who have tried to put one section agpinst
another. This is most unfortunate, though
probably in many cases they have had good
reason for doing so, because there are some
employers about whom you cannet say things
that are bad enough. Bui if we adopt a
more conciliatory attitude things must im-
prove. T realise too, that if the co-operative
movement were more largely adopted, it
would be to the advantage of the workers,
Co-operation creates a greater interest in one
another’s welfare and that is one of the
best features of the movement. Then of
course there is the immense advantage in the
saving which is brought about, and that, to-
gether with the feeling of good fellowship
which it ereates, makes it something that is
very degirable. I am pleased to have had
the opportunity of saying these few words.
I realise we are living in troublons times
but I hope that some means will be evolved
whereby indusfrial problems will, in the
future, be promptly settled.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.5 pam.~

Legislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 18th August, 1319.
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The SPEARKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION,
WAROONA TO LAEKE CLIFTON,
Mr. ANGWIN agked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is the Public Works Department
eonstructing a railway line from Waroona to
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Lake Cliftont 2, If so, under what legisla-
tive authority is the railway line being con-
structed by the Public Works Departmentt
3, Is he aware that under Clause 2 of Special
Lease, granted to one John Henry Johnson,
and approved of by Parliament in 1916, the
lessee undertakes to construet the railway
line from Waroona to Lake Clifton? 4, Has
the lessee, John Henry Johnson, transferred
the Lake Clifton Special Lease to a com-

pany? 35, If so, what iz the name of the com-~

pany and who are the direetors? 6, If the
Public Works Department is constructing the
rgilway line from Waroona to Lake Clifton
_for a private company, under what terms or
conditions is the line being constructedf 7,
Is the Public Works Department financing
the construction of the railway? 8, Has the
Government opened a new irading <concern as
contractors; -if o, what capital is placed at
the d:sposal of the contracting concern?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:

1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, Yes. " 4,
Yes, transfer registered 3rd March, 1919,
5, (a) The West Australian Portland Cement
Company, Limited, incorporated, New South
Wales, 2nd -November, 1918; the direefers ‘of
the company are: Lewis J. Davies, T. B. W,
MeDonald, — Goodlet, and F. Oakdeu, gen-
cral manager. © (b) The loeal YHoard with
power of attorney: R. O. Law, W. T. luwton,
J. L. Ochiltree. 6, Answered by No. 1. 7,
No. 8§, {(a) No; and (b) None.

QUESTION—RAILWAY EMPLOYEES’
WAGES.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that the Railway
Commissioners of Victoria have agreed that
the rates of pay and hours, decided by wages
boards for outside labour doing similar work,
shall apply to railway employees as from lst
July this year? 2, I8 he also aware that the
basic wage det.eumned by the State Arbitra-
tion Court of Western Austraha is now 1ls,
per day? 3, Is it the intention of, the Gov-
ernmnent to adopt a similar policy and make
a corresponding inecrease in the wages of
railway employees, taking into consideration
the reecent award of 1ls, per day by the State
Arbitration Court?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, In an award given in the
ease of the Amalgamated Society of Engin-
eers on 30th ultimo, the minimum adult wage
was fixed at 1s. 414d. per hour—I11s. per day
. of eight hours. 3, The unions Tepresenting

the majority of the railway employees are
approaching the Arbitration Court next week
for an increase in wages, and the Govern-
ment will naturally abide by the court’s de-
cigion.

QUESTION—ONGERUP DISTRICT
’ SETTLERS.
" Hon., P. COLLIER asked the Minister for
Industries: 1, Is it a fact that the Industries
Apsistance Board has refused further assist-

ance to settlers in the Ongerup distriet, and,
if so, what is the reason for such actiont?
2, How many settlers are affected by the de-
cigion, and what is the total amount ad-
vanced to date?

THE MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, Yes. Endeavours to profitably grow
wheat have proved futile, but the Agrienl-
tural Bank has been authorised, and where
cireumgtances warrant, is extendmg mort-
gage credit for the purchase of dairy stoek,
for which the distriet is proving mutable
2, Thirteen. Approximately £11,000,

QUESTION—ELECTORAL DEPART-
MENTS, AMALGAMATION,

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier:
What action has been taken in regard to the
proposed amalgamation of the State and
Commonwealth Electoral Departments?

The PREMIER replied: The matter is,
uunder consideration.

) |
QUESTION—NATIONAL WORKERS,
COMPENSATION,

Mr, JONES usked the Premier: 1, Waa
any coimpensation, paid to National workers
on Fremantle wharf (a) for six weeks prior
to May 4th; (b) since May 4th? 32, If so,
what was the amount paid per weeki 3, How
many were in receipt of same? 4, What was

-the total amount of money paid%

The PREMIER -replied: .1_(a), Compen-
sation paid to National workers from tha
12tH Aprll 1919, "to the 7th May, 1919-—
£2 275« (b) See! para.ﬂra.ph 5. 2, £3 58. per
woek. 3, 200. £3,046 1s. - 5 Since Tth
May, 1910, £771 ls. has heen pa,id towards
the Distress Fund. Payments from the fund
have heen made on the :following ascale:—
Single men, £1 per week; married men, £1. 5s.
per week; married men, with one child, £,
7u. 6d. per week; married men, with twe or
three childven, £1 10s. per weck; married

men, with four ehildren, £1 129, 6d. per
week; married men, with five children’ or
ovér, £1 158, per weeok.

QUESTION —WHEAT STORAGE
CHARGES,

Mr. . GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, What storage is now being
charged on wheat stored in Fremantle Har-
bour sheds? 2, Has any refund been made
of the charge of £12,000 per annum impesed
in pagt years?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
One-sixth of a ‘penny per bag per week. 2,
No, but the Wheat Board considered the
eharge of £1,000 per month' excessive in view
of the reduced quantities handled, and a
charge of £5,000 to cover a period of eleven
monthe was arranged with the Harbour Trust
Cornmisgioner,
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. ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
‘ Fourth Day.

Amendment—Expansion of State Steam-
ship Service.
Debate resumed from 7th August,

"My, JOHNSTON (Williams-Narrogin):
Hon. members on this side of the House
must fecl every satisfaction at the result off
the no-confilence debate. It appears to me
that the speoch of the Premier wag of such
a nature that it silenced completely the big
guns of the Opposition, even those on the
Opposition front bench, Never since I have
been in this House have I seen 4 no-confidence
motion, moved by a party leader, treated,
may L say, so contemptuounsly by the House.
In fact, it appears to me that the leader of
the Opposition gould justly accuse his sup-
porters of having degerted him on the field

of battle, inasmueh as, with the exception of -

the valiant memher for Fremantle (Mr.
Jones) they let the Premier’s speech go un-
anawered. '

Hon. P. Collier: You deserted us once;
those who have you now are weleome to you.

Mr., JOHNSTON: That is incorrect.
T am drawing the attention of the Speaker
and the House to the manner in which the
leader of the Opposition was deserted by the
eloquent gentlemen who sit beside him. T
consider that. the hon. member had the right
to expect better support after having moved
a motion of no-confilence in the Govern-
ment. One can compare it with the no-
confidence motion which the present Premier
moved against the Nationalist Government =
Httle less than 12 months- ago.

Mr., Munsie: You voted against him.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Certainly; I voted for
the Government of the day. I have done
that; almost ever since I have been in the
House owing to circumstances beyond my
control. I look forward to the day, however
incompatible it may be with the best in-
terests of the country, when members oppo-
site will be on this side of the House, and I
ghall have a period of freedom and irrespon-
sibility with the Opposition. I camnot help
comparing the different receptions which this
no-confidence motion and that moved by the
'member for Northam a little less than 12
months ago received. On that oceasion we
had a full dress debate extending over several
days oun the subject of repatriation. If the
object of the leader of the Opposition was to
sow disruption ameng members on this side
of  the House, we can only conclude that he
signally failed amince he received no support
from this side of the House, not even the
support of the independent party who I un-
derstand wns absent throuwgh illness.

Hon. P. Collier: Don’t worry; I did not
have you in mind.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The Opposition may
have had a question of tactics in view in
putting up their leader to mildly criticise
the Government in the manner he did, and
the member for Fremantle (Mr. Jones) to
express the views he stands for at sueh full
length, We can thank the member for Fre-

[ABSEMBLY.]

mantle for his frank exposition of.the views
held at any rate by the extreme section of
members opposite. He is an' earnest believer
in what he expreased and desires to carry his
ideas’ into effect. I can oanly say his speech
was one of the most remarkable wtterances
ever delivered in the Parliament of Western
Augtralia.

Hon. P. Collier;
narkable utterances.

Mr, JOHNSTON: The member ‘for Fre-
mantle made threats againt the lives and per-
sonal safety of Ministers of the Crown and
suggested that, as far as he was concerned,
they should be strung uvp to lamp-posts.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in acewsing the member for Fre-
mantle of saying that hecause he did not
say it.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I have a portion of his
speech before me. The hon. member told us
that what had happened in Russia, Germany,
and other parts of the world could quite
posgibly happen here, and he ‘went on to
say—

There are just as many lamp-posts and
just as strong ropes in Australin and men
cannot be perpetually starved.

The member for Fremantle then suggested
that compliange with the wishea of a section
of the goldfields unions was the only way in
which Ministers could avert temporarily the
¢oming revolution, Tt was an uotterance of
Bolgheviam, anarchy and revolution. |

Hon. P. Gollier: Any one of which you
would support if it paid you,

Mr. JOHNSTON: I do not wonder that he
silenced the hon. member’s colleagnes.

Hon. P. Collier: You would support any
one of those three and worse,

Mr., JOHNSTON: What I have quoted is
quite a fair statement of faet, and the irri-
tation of the leader of the Opposition con-
vinges me that the remarks are going home,

Hon. P. Collier: You make a man sick—
a double-barrelled hypocrite.

Mr., SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in making that statement.

Hon. P. Collier: I withdraw.

Mr. JOANSTON: After the nanseating
ntterances of the member for Fremautle, we
¢an turn with a great deal of pleasure to
the practical programme which has been put
hefore the country in the Governor’s-Spesch.

Mr. Munsie: It takes some finding.

Mr. JOHNSTON: If the Premier wished
to submit a programme which would meet
with the approval of the Country party, he
certainly succeeded in deing so. The Speech,
to my mind, contains three cardinal peints
with which the farmers in Western Australia
are well familiar.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: TFaith, hope and char-

You have made many re-

ity.

yMr. JOHNSTON: Their faith has often
been misplaced; they have always hoped for .
the best, and@ they do not want charity, but
they want proper consideration at the hands
of the Adininistrators of tlie country and T
believé they -will get it from the present
Government.’ - .
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Hon. P. Collier: lg this the same Premier
you spent years in demouncing?

Mr. JOHNSTON: When the Premier made
migtakes 1 pointed them out, just as 1 pointed
out the mistakes of the hon, gentleman when
he was a member of the Government.

Hen. P. Collier: You lived polifically in
your distriet for six years by dencuncing the
present Premier, :

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is not so.

Hon. P. Collier: It is so.

Mr. JOHNSTON: It is not so. Despite
the statement of the ‘‘Sunday Times’’ to the
contrary, there is only one point on which I
always disagreed with the Premier, and that
was with regard to the high values put on
land in Western Australia. It is to the eredit
of the Premier that he assisted the Gov-
ernment—of whiech the leader of the Oppo-
sition was a member—to give relief to the
sottlers in regard to that vital point.

Hon. P. Collier: Did you ever say any-
thing about the Narra Tarra estate?

Mr, JOHNSTON: The Governor’s Speech
contains three ecardinal points which are neces-
sary for this State, They are work, produe-
tion, and faith in the resources of the coun-

- try, With work the farmers are well familiar,
As to produetion, that is their daily duty. As
regards faith in the resources of the coun-

try, if the farming community had not pos-

sessed that in superabundance, many of them
would not be on their holdings to-day. The
farming ¢ommunity have made some requests
for Government assistance, and have re-
sponded to the appeal that Western Ausiralia
has repeatedly made to the farming com-
munity to produce, produce, produce. In re-
tiurn they have very justly and naturally
made small requests whiech may be deseribed
as requests for facilities, facilities, facilities,
to enable them to carry on the great work of
production. The Pramier recsived the leader-
ship of the Nationalist Government largely
because of his optimism and faith in the agri-
cultural resources of Western Australia, and
hig desire to see this his native State properly
opened vp and developed from one end to
the other. The Premier will be judged by his
actions, not .by bis words. He has made a
very good start by the restoration of the
sustenance allowance to assisted farmers, and
affording relief in the price of poison lands.
There are grave difficulties ahead of the
Government, particularly in regard to finance,
and I hope the Government recogpise that
the present drift in the finances, as shown
by the monthy deficits, cannot continue in-
definitely. It is difficult for those ountside
ministerial office to put a finger on the points
where econonies might be exercised, but there
are certainly matters to which the Govern-
ment might well give attention—outlays which
appeal to outsiders as capable of being econ-
verted to prompt and easy savings. We have
had in this House ‘‘gone 2 million Jack.’’
We have had ‘‘gone three millions Jim.”’
We know the love of the present Premier for

millions, and I have some fear that, if we.

do not look out, we shall have ‘‘gome five
millions James’’' before many mouths are
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past, Western Australia locks to the Gov-
erument to stop this drift. The Government
should economise by- starting at the top.
Among the smaller economies that outsiders
consider easy of accomplishment, I direct
attention to the abelition of the position of
Btate Governor, a reduction in the number
of memhers ¢f both Houses, and I suggest
the Government refrain from making the
suggested inereases to practically all heads of
departments op which some light was thrown
by the '‘Sunday Times."’

Hen. W. C. Angwin: If you want good
men, you must pay them,

Mr. JOHNSTON: I do not know where
the Sunday Press got that information
but the minute seems to contain clear proof
of an intention to incresse the salaries of a
large number of highly paid civil servants
without notification in the ‘‘Government
Cazette.”” I hope the Government will take
no action in this direction.

The Premier: The information is inae-
curate. .

Me, JOHNSTON: If the proposal is as
stated, I hope it will not be carried into
effect. ‘T urge also the advisability of amal-
gamating the State and Federal Electoral
departments.

Hon. P. Gollier:
new!

Mr, JOHNSTON: It has been before the
country for years, but has never been carried
out.

Hon. P. Collier:
will be done.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Also the amalgamation
of the State and Federal Taxzation Depart-
ments and the State and Federal Savings
Banks, These are directions inh which econ-
omy could be easily applied. Regarding re-
patrigtion, mueh has heen expected from the
Premier.

Hon. P. Collier: The Government are econ-
omiging. They have even cut out our nse of
the phone for trunk lines. Have you heard
of that?

Mr., JOHNSTON: I have heard of it. The
Premier’s recent visit to the Great Southern
distriets was in the nature of a trinmphal
tour, but there has been a good deal of uwn-
easiness in those districts regarding the de-
lay in settling returned soldiers in the dis-
tricts from which they enlisted. The Pre-
mier has assured the differemt repatriation
eommittees in the Great Southern districts
that they would endeavour to settle the men
in the districts from which they emlisted and,
in this House, he has laid it down as a car-
dinal point of policy that this would be done.
T would direet his attention to a resolution

That -is something quite

You ask for it and it

-pussed at a conference of repatriation com-

mittees from the Great Southern districts

which sat at Narrogin on the 4th July. It

read— :

This conference views with surprise the
recent anmouncement of the Premier to the
effect that most of the repatriation money
will be spent in the Souwth-West and, in

" the interests of the returned men them-
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"gelves, we urge the necessity of settling
our soldiers promptly on mixed farming
areas in the Great Southern distriet and in
the wheat belt; we think steps should be
taken to make good land available for
soldiers in the districts to whieh they be-
long. ‘

Hon. P. Collier: Why do not you refer to
some of the poison lands in the Williams
distriet?

Mr. JOHNSTON: There is some good
land there.

Hon. P. Collier:
allude to it.

Mr. JOENSTON: There is no part of
Western Australian where the Government
could, with greater consideration for the in-
terests of the men themselves, place returned
soldiers than in the beautiful valley of the
Williams River. In that district much of
the best unimproved, or partly improved land
in this State exists to-day. If the hon. gen-
tleman has any knowledge, as I beleve he
has, of that part of Wastern Australia, or if
hia colleagues have any knowledge of it, I
am sorprised that he does not support my
proposal. :

Hon. P. Collier: Why has the land re-
mained unimproved all these years?

Mr, JOHNBTON: A great deal of it was
taken up in the early days of Western Aus-
tralia under grants made by the Imperial
Government without improvement conditions,
and under old poison leases; and it
has been very difficult for people to get
hold of those lands. But the residents of
the district have carried a resolution draw-
ing the attention of the Government to the
fact that these valuable lands, which so far
as I know have never been placed under offer
to the Government, should be acquired by
compulsory purchase. The following is the
resolution which was carried:— -

- Mr. Hughes moved ‘‘That we recom-
mend to the Premier that the Soldiers
Settlement Act, providing for the compul-
sory resumption of land, should be put into
operation where the land i not being rea.
sonably utilised.’’

That proposal is a very wise omne. There

are considerable areas in that distriet which
arc not heing properly utilised. The Gov-
ernment ought to acquire for subdivision
some of the estates in that distriet, so that
the best of the land held out of use to-day
may be made available for our soldiers. Up
to the present very little has been dome in
the direection of settling returned men in any
part of the wheat belt. I admit that the

Premier has been only two months in office,

but he knows that, as regards Wagin, Ka-

tanning, and Narrogin, 1,000 men could be
seftled in each district.

Larty tells ws, four estates have been pur-

chased in the whole of the wheat areas for

anbdivision with a view to soldier settlement.

Mr, Smith: What about the lands the men
occupied before they went to the Front}

Mr, JOHNSTON: Those soldiers who had
lands before leaving are returning to them.
But many of the soldiers are farmers® sons,

I knew you intended to

8o far, Mr. Me- ’
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with no land of their own. The whols of
the men returning from the war to lands they
held before going away are included in the
total of 647 who, according to Mr. MeLarty’s
report, have been settled on the land in West-
ern Australia. After four years of opera-
tion in a wmore or less half-hearted spirit of
the Repatriation Act, we have a total of 647
returned men settled on the land, or with
their applications approved. But how many
of them are men who were settled on the
land before they enlisted, and who are now
merely returning to their holdings, to which
end they are obtaining financial assistance
under the operation of the repatriation
scheme? -

The Premier: I do not think a large num-
ber. )

Mr. JOENSTON: I should think the pro-
poition was about half,

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): No; nothing like that.

Mr. JOHNSTON: If it'is so, the result
of our four years’ effort at repatriation is
very small indeed.

Hon. F. B. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Does it not strike the hon, member that
most of the soldiers who came back four
years ago were not physically fit to go on
the land?

Mr. JOHNSTON: Four estates, comprising
35,814 aeres, have been purchased for
£76,062. Those four esates are capable of
being subdivided into 42 holdings, which
number will go absolutely nowhere among
the men who are returning to Western Aus-
tralia in the expeetation of being assisted
to settle on the land. This State has repur-
chaged for soldier settlement a total of
52,077 acres at & cost of £139,449, Tn other .
words, we have purchased 134 holdings for
subdivigion, as compared with 2,312 appli-
eants who have already applied to Mr.
McLarty for assistance under the Soldier
Settlement Aet. Tt is true that Western
Australia has Crown lands of a greater ex-
tent than any other State exeept Queensiand,
but I may remind the Premier that the neople
of this State, and the members of this Housge,
expect him to get the soldiers settled in
accordance with the speech he delivered 12
months ago, and also in accordance with the
promises made by him since and much
applauded during his recent triumphal tour
through the Great Southern district. Seo far,
it can only be said that the Government have
failed lamentably with their 134 subdivistons
to meet the requirements of the men who have
returned to the State. The Federal Govern-
ment have agreed to make available
£3,375,625 for soldier settlement during the
next three years, and at the present rate of
departiental inactivity in Western Australia
it appears very doubtful whether half this
money will be spent during the peried for
which it is being made available, On the
other hand, let us see what has been done
in the State of Victoria, the smallest State
in the Commonwealth except Tasmania. A
cutting I have here from the **West Austra-
lian’’ shows that up to the 31st July last the
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Victorian Settlement Board had purchased
175,430 acres at a cost of £1,862242. As-
sistance by way of advances for stock and
“improvements had been granted to the extent
of £331016, and 1,093 settlers had already
heen placed on the land. Our population is
about seven per cent, of that of the Com-
monwealth of Australia, and yet we have
apent on land purchased for soldier settle-
ment only about one-fifteenth of what Vie-
toria bhas spent.

Hon. ¥. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Victoria has practically no Crown lands

* available.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Our enlistments were
about 10 per cent. of those of the Common-
wealth, and yet in assisting our soldiers to
settla on the land we have spent only one-
fifteenth of what Vietoria has spent. - These
"figures seem to me to prove conclusively that
the local Repatriation Department have failed
to take advantage of the opportunity of put-
ting the soldiers on the lahd.

Hon. P. Collier: You said last session that
the Government had socceeded admirably in
this matter.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I said nothing of the
kind. I have read through the whole of that
debate to-day, and I contradict the leader

_of the Opposition absolutély, I claim that
Western Australia ought to lead the Eastern
States in this matter, instead of seeing some
of them do very much more than we are
doing.

Mr. Munsie: I want to see the Govern-

ment get the land fairly. I want to see the -

man that is put on the land have a chance
to live. If he pays three times the value o
the-land, he has no chance.

Mr, JOHNSTON: I have read the motion
carried at the Narrogin conference, and I
do not think the Government will ever sue-
ceed in putting the soldiers on the best land,
to which they are emtitled, until a system of
compulsory resumption, as advoeated by the
members of the repatriation committees, ia
adopted. Indeed, I consider that some of
the best repatriation’ committees in Western
Australia are to be found on the Great South-
ern, railway. They have large sums of money

_on hand, - At Williams the repatriation com-
mittee  are prepared to give every returned
goldier settler 100 first class ewes; and yet,

. through the failure of the Government 1o
acquire there by resumption or purchass even

. one estate for subdivision, nothing can be
dons in that distriet. I suggest that the

Government will have to resume some of those

large, rich, well improved, empty areas, which
are so admirably suited for settlement by
returned soldiers.

Mr, Underwood: You are pleading pretty
hard to sell some of those estates.

. Mr. JOENSTON: T do not care how the
Government get hold of the land; so
long as they get- good land for the
returned soldiers, Next, a few words in
regard to the position of the wheat growers
of this State, wha I think have
very little to thank the Prime Minister,
Mr. Hughes, for as regards his recent sale
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of their wheat at the rate of 53. 6d.}per
bushel. I regard that price as very unsatis-
factory in view of “the world’s price to-day,
and also in view of the high cost of produe-
tion, The pool in Western Australia to-day
is charging our own millers 83, per bushel
for wheat to be ground into flour for export.
If any miller in this State wishes to grind
flour for export, he has to pay the Scheme
8s, per bushel for that wheat; and yet one
million tons of our wheat have- been handed
over by Mr. Hughes at a price of 5s. 6d. per
bushel.

The Minister for Mines: For' dmperial
orders the price is less than for. private
orders.

Mr., JOHNSTON: The Pool is charging
5a. per bushel for wheat for lecal consump-
tion., The Canadian farmer is getting from
9s. 5d. to 10s. éper bushel for his wheat,
while ours i3 sold at 5s. 6d. per bushel, de-
livered at the seaboard. We find the ‘‘Sun-
day Times,”’ in ita desire to condemn' the
Government, also condemning the wheat-
growing industry:in Westérn Australia. That
Journal has pointed out that certain dis-
tressed farmers have secured a return of only
five bushels to the acre, and, has suggested
that wheat-growing is thérefore an unprofit-
able industry.

Hon. P. Collier: The official figures show
that since 1912 it has not been profitable.

Mr, JOHNSTON: The figures show the
enormoug amount of wealth which wheat-
growing represents to Western' Australia.

Hon., P. Collier: That is not the point.
Since 1912 it has not paid.

Mr. JOHNSTON: It has paid Western
Australia well, and perhaps the wheat-grower
least of all. In my opinion ibi has' certainly
paid the great majority of individual farm-
ers quite well, and the figures which I am
going to quote show the value of the industry
to the State. I think il is entirely improper
for the ‘‘Sunday Times’’ to attempt to con-
demn so valvable an industry. In 1915-16
we had 1,734,117 acres planted with wheat,
which returned 18,236,355 bushels, worth
roughly £4,559,000; in 1916-17 we had
1,566,608 acres under erop, which returned
16,103,216 hushels worth four million
pounds; in 1917-18 we had 1,349,762 acres
under erop, which returned 9,303,787
bushels worth £2,325,000; and in 1918-18
we had 1,146,103 acres under crop which
returned 8,845,387 bushels worth £2,211,000.

Hon, P, Collier: But, aceording' to the
official figures, the average during the last
five years has been seven bushels.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Nothing of the kind.
During the last four years the average has
heen respectively 10.62 bushels, 10,28 bushels
7.44. bushels, and 7.72. Yet the ‘‘Sunday
Times’’ is decrying the whele industry be-
cause the average yield seecured by certain
assisted farmers has been less than five
bushels; and that despite the faet that, dur-
ing the period’ of four- years I have referred
to, the total value of the wheat crop aggre-
gated over 13 million pounds. I am sorry
the Minister for Agrieulture- is not in the
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Chamber, because I should urge om* him the
duty of doing something to keep the flour
mills going. We hear a lot about the start-
ing of new industries, but_ here is an’ exist-
ing industry of the utmost valne to the
State, yet the small inills find their Imperial
orders cancelled and they are getting no en-
conragement from the Wheat Scheme to eon-

tinne operations, in spite of the fact that

the farmers are not able to purchase all the
offal they require. In view of the develop-
ment of the dairying industry, it is the duty
of the Government to see ifi the Asiatic mar-
keta cannot be exploited for flour, so that
we may enjoy the benefit of keeping the re-
quired offal in the State. The most interest-
ing feature of the Premier’s speech was his
notification that the British Government pro-
pose to settle 12,000 British imwmigrants, ex-
service men,: per annum in Western Aus-
tralin at the rate of 1,000 monthly, these
'men to be financed in their land operations
in- this State by Creati Britain herself. I
have always supported an active immigration
policy. . We all have. Tt is a mere truism
to say the people of Australia will never be
able to hold -this eountry unless they fll it
up with a vigorous white population. In view
of our limited population I believe the State
can easily absorb all those men, if our land
and immigration poelicy is properly adminis-
tered. At the same time, according te Mr.
MecLarty’s report, we  have already 1,655
Western Australian returned soldiers” anxions
to settie on the land who have.not yet been
so. accommodated by the Repatriation De-
partment. It is the duty of the Government
to gettle all the local applicants before they
let the "British Government send out imgi?
grants at the rate of 1,000 a month.

Hon. . Collier: One thousand immigrants
monthly, and we cannot seitle a few returned
soldiers! -

Mr. -TOHNSTON:+ A price-fixing Bill is
forecasted. T well remember that, shertly
after the outbreak of war, this was the first
Parliament in the British Empire to pass &
price-fixing measure with a view to protect-
ing the people of the State from exploitation
while the war continued.

Mr. Munsie: The present CGovernment,
_ with the exception of one Minister, opposed

that measure.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am talking, not
" about any, Government, but.about the Par-
linment. We passed that measure and it was
subsequently copied fhroughout the British
Empire. All the Australian States followed
the example of Western Australia in that
respect. There have been some kaleidoseopic
changes during the last few years, and I do
not think, any of us have blindly followed
" the one leader or the one political shibboleth
all ‘the time.
Mr, Mungie: Speak for yourself.
Mr., JOHNSTON: The hon. memhbér no
- Jonger ranges himselft behind the leader he
had when war- broke ouf.
Mr. Munsie: My old leader, like you, has
twisted.

" seareity

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. JOHNSTON: There have heen a
great many changes, and probably quite
small accidents have determined whether cer-
tain individvals find themselves in the
Nationalist camp or opposed to the Nation-
alists. However, those of us who supported
that price fixing measure in 1914, remember
that the Upper House was responsible for re-
fuging to renew the provision when .it ex-
pired at the end of the firat year.

Hon. P, Collier: Who led the attack?

Mr. JOHNSTON: I think Mr, Colebatch.
did.

Hon. P, Collier:
lead the:defence.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I do not think that
affects the question. The hon. member would
have a fixed support or opposition to' any:
given measure recorded, and he would en-
deavour to keep other members to that, ir-
respective of the charges that have taken
place in politics throughout the world. Few
of us think as we thought alfew years ago.
‘We are advancing and progressing with the
times. 1t would be a bad thing for the Aus-
tralian democracy if progress in thought did
not eontinue. The community should be pro-
tected, particularly in regard to the cost of
living. The question of price-fixing by the
States, however, i3 a very complex and diffi-
cult one. It appears to me that hetter results
could be obtained by the Federal anthorities
having one law in operation throughout the
Commeonwealth. Many of the commodities in
respect of which the people have been most
exploited are imported, and in regard to
thosa commodities it will be a very difficult

And now he is going to

‘matter for the State Government to fix the

price in Western Australia. T propose to
give the measure my support if its merits
commend it to me. I appland the Govern-
ment on having' decided to bring in this mea-
sure. At the same time I point out that we
cannot unduly interfere with prices of local
products unless’ we give loeal producers pro-
tection in regard to the price of imported
commodities which they require for use in
théir production. In other words, we
must limit the cost to the local producers
before we limit the cost of loeal products. I
sball be very much disappointed if the Gov-
ernment do not endeavour to fix minimum as
well as maximum prices for loeal producta.
If we bave minimum prices fixed for our
local products we shall get a very much
larger production, - Practicaliy we had the
minimum price fixed for iheat thronghout
the war, for the guarantee given by the Fed-
eral Government was looked upon as a guar-
anteed minimum price, and g0 was respon-
sible for production continuing under strongly
adverse conditions, Year after year we have
had a glot in the chaff market; we have seen
hay sold in the stack at £2 or £3 per ton.
That is one of the reasons why farmers have
not grown it. Then, in the following year,
high prices have ruled for that commodity.
If the Government wish to avoid a recurring
in loeal articles, including chaff,
with consequent high prices, they can best

- seenre that result by fixing a minimum as
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well as & maximum price, snd by guarantes-
ing a payable return to the producer.

Mr. Munsie: There was a big scarcity of
chaff in this district, yet hundreds of tons
of it were burnt in one establishment.

Mr. JOENSTON;: I trust that’in those
cireumstances no fire insuranee was collected.
T am glad the no-confidence motion has heen
disposed of as it was, and I hope the House
will now get down to solid business on the
Government’s practical and progressive pol-
icy, and that, without party faction, we shall
be able in a spirit of sweet reasonableness to
go our duty to the whole of the people of the

tate.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I regret I
cannot entirely comply with the desire ex-
pressed by the last speaker, who has just
concluded his speech on the Address-in-reply,
that we should all immediately settle down to
work. I am pleased to hear the hearty sup-
port given by the member for Wilhams-
Natrogin to the Government. This is ahout
the firet Government he ever did support a0
far as I know.

Hon. P. Collier:
ernment.

Mr, UNDERWOQOOD: I belonged fo two
Governments of which the hon. memher was
a supporter. I got out, He did not support
us so fully and so heartily as he is mow sup-
porting this Government.

Mr. Johnston: You had no reagon to com-
plain. -

Mr. UNDERWQOD: I agree. with the
lender of the Opposition when he says that
we are all glad the war is over. I am pac-
ticularly glad it was not finished merely hy
negotiation with Germany, but was com-
cluded on the terms dictated by Great
Britain and her Allies. The sooner we settle
down amongst ourselves and have peace at
home, the better it will be for ns all. An
entirely new era has opened wp as a result
of the conclusion of the war. No people in
the world have ever been through a time like
this before. It.ia obvious to many of us that
the world will not return to pre-war condi-
tions. There is a new time ahead of the old
world. That being so, we might have ex-
pected something from the leaders of this
Parliament that would tend to be a guide to
us for the future upon which we are bound
to enter. I regret that so far we have had
no indication from any speaker that any-
thing more is required than the old plati-
tudes that snited us so long ago. TFor the
last nine yezrs I have heard the same old
tale unfolded by the member for Williams-
Narrogin, namely, that the land at Narrogin
ig the best in the State, and that he wauts
the Government to spend money there. The
leader of the Opposition has followed the
game traditions uvsmally followed by the Op-
position. He has dealt with the Governor’s
Speech. 1t contains nothing. It is not for
the leader of the Opposition to put forward
a policy. His position is to eriticise or e¢om-
ment upon one. As no policy was pnt for-
ward he has nothing upon which to eomment.

It is the end of the Gov-
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Ho spoke about one or two things which did
not natter, such as the defeat of the Lefroy
Government, the coming into power of the
present Government, -and other trivialities,
He also mentioned the land fax, the abolition
of the Legislative Council and the abolition
of imported Governors, I do not think any
of these matters are going to open up any-
thing to help ws in the future. Then wo had
the no-confidehce motion. The leader of the
Opposition =aid nothing, and the Premier .
stood up and replied to nothing, and said
nothing. Up to the present we have not had -
ope indication as to what this State ought to
de to overcome the difficulties that are fae-

ing it

Mr. Johnston Let us see what you will
do.

Mr. Maley: We are coming to it now.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: By and by perhapa.
Wae are not going back to the old conditions,
possibly more particulariy in Europe than in
Ausgtralia. In Australia, however, we shall
certainly not revert to them, and the Govern-
ment which does not reahse that will not
snceeed in this State,

Hon. P. Collier: As a matter of faet it
wopld appear that we are going back to
worge conditions.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Appearances are not
right just now. We have changes in our
politicians and our political parties. Before
the war finished we had a National party and
a Lahour party. To-day we have a National
party, two or three Labour parties, and some

Independents.
& Ion, P. COollier: And the Country party.
Mr, UNDERWOOD: 1 will speak about

that later, for T have some good advice to
give, T am going to leave this seat hecause-
I cannot keep my eye on the Couniry party.

My experience of the niembers of that party,
when -I. was in office, was that they were
always apt to stab one in the back.

Mr. Pickering: That is unkind.

Mr. UNDERWOQD: That was true, politi-
eally, I think the late leader will agree with
me on that point. There were many inter-
jections coming from behind us, and that is
why I want to get away -from here,

Mr. Hardwick: Where are you going?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I will tell the hom
member later. I joined the National party
conscientiously believing that it stood for
the interests of Western Australia and the
Empire, I promised to support that party
until the end of the war, and have loyally ful-
filled that promise. When the war was over
I was in a position to consider whether the
Government I then was with were werking on
the best possible lines, and I coneluded that
many members of that Government lacked the
qualifications necessary to run this country.
Some of them geemed to me to lack the de-
gire to run it en proper lines, for they wanted
to run it in the interests of a few, The great-
est difficulty of all wae in the matter of
ability. I resigned from that Government.
The Nationalists are aplit. I have left them.
We have a Labour party. As a matter of
fact, we have three sections of the Labour
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party. We have the National Labour party—
I am using these phrases 'in order to define
the different parties—we have the Official
Labour party, and we also have the extremist
Labour party. The extremist Labour party
T would ecall that to which the memher for
Fremantle. (Mr. Jones) belongs. ~ This I
-would call the rope-and-lamp-post party. 1
Jdiave no' desire to pay any attention to the
flamboyant pifle of the member for Fre-
mantle. T do not care to anticipate the trouble
to which he has referred, but will tell him
" this, that if such a time does come there will
be a lamp-post to spare for him, N

Mr. Pickering: Hear, hear!

‘M1, UNDERWOOD: I am not inclined to
‘deal with that sort of flapdoodle. Responsible
eitizens should avoid that kind eof thing.
Most of my friends opposite, I believe, de-
&irg to avoid the catastrophe of Australians
killing each other. Regarding my own posi-
tion, I would say that I have formed a new
- party. It consists of the electors of Pilbara
and myself, I did think of joining the mem:
ber for South Fremantle (Mr. Rocke}, but
we could not amalgamate our views. After
13 years experience in Parliament I am con-
vinced that one of the worst things in Par-
liamentary government is the party system.
Its influence is not only in the House but out
of it. It reminds me of a lot of football
barrackers. If a man is wearing a blue and
white guernsey he is a hero, but-if ha is
wearing a red and green guernsey he is ‘‘n
cow.’’ Bo it i3 with the political ticket. If
a man is wearing the blue and white of
Labour he is ‘‘It,”’ but if he is wearing some
other political colours he is a traitor, or as
bad a thing as may be imagined.

Mr. Munsie: You have only te be in the
Labour party to be called that.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: The hon. member has
only to stick to it long enough to be ecalled
that by MeCallum, Jones, and company, I
was called that when I wae in the party by
the rope-and-lamp section of-the hon. mem-
ber's party.

Mr. Munsie: You cannot prove that this
was ever said by McCallum. ¥You are making
an untrue statement.

Mr. SPEAKER: Tke hon. member is mot
in order in accusing another hon member of
making an untrue statement. He must with-
draw the remark.

Mr., Munsie: I withdraw.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T find myself in the
position:

Hon, P. Collier:
shore. .

Mr. UNDERWQOOD: I find myself almost
in the position of the hon. member who does
not know exactly where he is, But I know
where I am. I know I eannot promige any-
thing like loyal support to the present Gov-
ernment, such ag I have given to previons
Governments hehind which I have sat. In

the vpast, whether the Government were
right or wrong, they had my vote if
they wanted it; The leader of the

Opposition will agree with me in that, and
go, I think, will the member - for Moore.

‘the DPress

Of a whale en the sea-
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Bo far as the present Government are con-
cetned I am going to use'my own judgment
in regard to their actions, and if I do not
think their administration is in the best in-
tergsts of -the country, I will vote against
them—I “will vote either to put them out of
office or to defeat their measures. If we
take the Premier’s speech as reported, we
find that he said in effect, this is a great
country. He tried to boost the country and
-8aid he was an optimist. I can remember
the hon. gentleman when he sat on the other
side of the House and a more dismal eir-
cumstance I have never known.

Haon, P, Collier: A pessimist.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: The word does not
apply to him. He was a dismal Jimmy when
he sat in opposition, a more dismal indi-
vidual did not exist. Soon afterwards he
told us that we were going through fearful
times, that this coumtty was being dragged
down and that there were dark clouds over
us. Next he is elected Premier and then ig
‘‘the winter of our discontent made glori-
ous summer’! by this son of Northam,

Mr. Green: The fowls are beginning to
lay then all right.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: He says it is a great
country and he starts to boost it. ,As a
matter of fact his capabilities as a hoost.er
are mot very great., He has told us through
that he has rejuvenated the
Lands Department, that he has galvanised
that department into action and that at
the present time returned soldiers are being
put on the land. In fact the department are
shovélling them on the land. As a matter
of fact the same Minister is in control of
the Lands Department to-day who was in
charge of it before the present Premter
asgumed office.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
his Ministers.

Mr, UNDERWQOOD:
not over-ride a eat.

Hon. P. Collier: And that Minister re-
fused a portfolic so that he might rematn
in the Lands Department,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: The two Ministers
responsible for settling soldiers on the
land are the Minister for Lands and the
Minigter for Agrieulture. They are actu-
ally doing the work to-day and they have
been doing it all along ever sinece the Le-
froy Government was formed.

Houn. P. Collier: For the past two years,
and they were refused a portfolio,
~ Mr. UNDEREWOOD: I am not going into
that beyond saying that the same gentle-
men who were there when the Lefroy Gov-
ernment were in office are there to-day. All
this great galvanism has been drawn atten-
tion to in the ‘‘West Australian.’?

Hon. P. Collier: Tt has aill been done in
the Press,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes. The figures re-
garding the settlement of soldiers seem to
be most extraordinary. I feel absolutely
certain that our late Premier gave figures

" The Premier over-rides

The Premier could

‘which were gimilar to those w]uch have

recently been quoted.
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Mr. Munsie: But there has been a Pre-
mier intervening.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I shall have a few
remarks to make about the intervening Pre-
mier direetly. This galvanic shock, which
according to the present Premier has been
administered to the Lands Department,
amounty to, in all, the settlement of about
40 or 50 soldiers on the land. If the Pre-
mier c¢annot go faster than that he cannot
expect mueh support from my party.

Hon. P. Collier: What will he do with the
18,000 immigrants a year from the Old
Countryt

Mr. UNDERWOQOD : Another important
item in the Premier’s speech was that
we Were importing a2 million and a-half
or two millions and a-half pounds worth
of stuff from Vietoria and the other States,
and that we should grow all that stufl here,
I have been in Parliament for 13 years and
I have heard that from the hon. gentleman
all the time I have been here. I want to
point cut that during that 13 years the hon.
gentleman now oceupying the position of
Premier has been a Minister for nearly eight
years. He was a Minister for Lands and
Agriculture and while holding that portfolio
should have promoted the growth which
would have been responsible for our own
production of those articles about which he
spoke. If we are not growing that stuff now
we should be growing it, and all we can say
is that the present Prem]er hag utterly failed
during the past 13 years,

The Premier: We are growing six times
as much as we grew before.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: S8ix times as mueh
what?

The Premier: Produce.

My, UNDERWOOQD: DButter?

The Premier: Yes, much more butter.

Mr. UNDERWOOQD: When the hon, mem-
ber took office we were producing 2lbs of
butter, now we are producing 12lbs,

The Premier: Yor were a Minister your-
self.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I was a Minister for
many years, but I do not skite about it. I
told the Premier all along that that is one
of the most diffieult problems it is possible
to solve,

The Premier: It is being solved.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Then why those re-
marks alleged to have been made by the
Premier, and which appeared in the ‘‘West
Australian’’? Tf we are producing those
articles we must have them here. If we are
not producing them then the Premier has
utterly failed. What does the hon. gentle-
man proposet In his great optimistie speech
he proposes that we should build new rail-
ways. That was ever bis policy—the building
of railways. He proposes further that we
shall send out surveyors. That is also a
continnation of his previous policy, to save
the country. The cause of a great portion
of the deficit of this State is the fact that
we are over-railwayed. Railways. are built
which are not earning -interest. or sinking
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fund, and to continue to construet railways
will be to further imcrease the defieit.

Hon. P. Collier: I gaid that, although you
remarked I said nothing, =

Mr. UNDERWOOD : If there is any -
possible chance of - getting out of our finan-
cial difficulties it will be by promoting
settlement ‘along our existing railways and
refrainjng from expenditure on works which
will not give an immediate réturn. That is
practically the only way of getting out of
our troubles.

Hon. P. Collier:

Would you eare to read
what Mr.

Monger said about the Premier
to-day.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: I do not desire to
speak much ahead of the Bill which will be
introduced for the construetion of that rail-
way, but in regard to the proposed railway
from Bridgetown to Denmark, I would point
out that there is an enormous value in timber
in that eountry. To talk about settlement
there is to talk absolute nonsense. The only
way to work that country is to take along
the timber mills, cut out the timher and
allow the settler to go out after the mill,
T have been to Nornalup and it is absolutely
sinfu] to see the most beautiful timber ring-
barked and dead, and the cocky scratching
out & living like an old fowl.

The Minister for Works: Not quite that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: As 3 matter of faet,
I have not seen many poorer people since f
left home,

The Minister for Works:
hearts.

Mr. UNDEEWOOD: Exactly, and I do
not think we should break them by sending
those people down there. We are to have
a million sterling from the Commonwealth
to advance to returned soldiers. My opinion
ig that when we have spent the last pound
of that million we will have finished with
our last settler, and a year afterwards the
serub will hiave grown bigger than ever on
that area.

Hem. P. Collier:
£400,000.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD:
million.

Hom, P, Co]her The two of them will cost
that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It has been stated
that this country is like Gippsland. Thera
is some good soil there, but I would draw
attention to this difference between Norna-
lop and Gippsland: Qippsland starts at
Dandenong, which is 20 miles from Mel-
bourne and there was a populatmn there of
300,000 people. Nommalup Inlet is 400 miles
frotm Perth with a population of what?

Mr. Green: Two families.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There is the differ-
ence between Gippsland and Nornalup Inlet.
The people of Gippsland always had a
market in Melbourrie. The people of
Nornalup cannot possibly have a market this
side of Afriea. If we get a big settlement
there, their produce mhust be exported to
Europe

They have good

The railway will cost

It will cost a
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The Minister for Mines: There should be
& loeal market at Denmark. The Gippsland
Ppeople export potatoés to this State,

.Mr. UNDERWOOD: They do not grow
.only potatoes in Gippsland. :

The Minister for Mines: That is what they
gtarted on.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Gippsland started to
go ahead when they got a bonus for butter.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Gippsland started to
go ahead because of a lot of other things.
It went ahead befere the bonus eame,

Mr. Foley: You are all wrong, it was
gold that gave it a start long before farming.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: I hope the House
will not agree to the spending of money in
constructing this railway, except as a timber
line. If it in warranted for that purpose it
¢an be pushed along as required, but to build
it for settlement mcnus only the same poliey
that we have had from the hon, member ever
since he has been in office, a poliey of build-
ing railways anywhere, boosting the country
beyoud its possibilities, sending out settlers
&t the cost of the State and ruining them—
and he has ruined hundreds, if not thousands,
of people who have put their money into
farming—and bringing the State to a very
gerious position. The Nornalup Inlet scheme
is absolutely doomed to failure. There is not
a chance of it being successful.

The Premier: That is in the words of the
member for Pilbara.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: I do mot know that
my words have been often wrong, not nearly
so often wrong as the Premier’s. Then we
are going to send out Surveyors,

Hon, P. Collier: They are out now.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The pegs put in, when
the surveyors were down there hefore, have
been eaten out by white ants. If the hon.
gentleman is looking for work for the unem.
ployed, it might be worth while comsidering,
but to send capable aurveyors out there is to
waate their time.

Hon, P. Colliet: He sends them at the
wrong season, always.

The Minister for Mines: What is wrong
with the season?

Mr, UNDERWQOD: But what will the
Government do after they have surveyed it%

Hon. P. Collier: Build the railway then
and send the soldiers there.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If se, I.think we

ghall require sufficient railway material to-

bring the soldiers back,

Mr. Poley: I think it will end up with a
Royal Commission,

Mr. TNDERWOOD: Prige-fixing is the
long suit of the present Government. I
judge their long suit by the declarations
made by the ‘‘West Aunstralian.’’

Hon, P. Collier: They are pretty right.

Hon. Wi. C. Angwin: Do you want any
quotations from the ‘‘ West Australian’’$

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not want to have
anything to do with that paper. One cannot
be too optimistic with regard to price-fixing
by members of a Government who so bitterly
opposed it some years ago.

* ham Freezing Works.
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The Minister for Mines: You admit a
change has taken place in the world?

-Mr. UNDERWQOD: I do not admit mich
change in the Premier. His ambition is to
be in office. There is no change in that,
but he will change anything else to get
there,

Hon. P. CQollier:

change. )
. Mr. UNDERWOOD: Wg cannot feel that
we are in safe hands when we have the Pre-
mier, the Minister for Works, and the Minis-
ter for Education to administer price fixing,
because of the speeches they made in con-
demnation of the principle.

The Minister for Works: What were the
speeches; when did we make them?

Mr. Munsie: You opposed it on principle,

Mr. UNDERWOQD: Price fixing was abol-
ished by our friends the Premier, the Minis-
ter for Works, and the Minister for Educa-
tion, just when it could have been far more
effective than it can possibly be to-day.

That is a justifiable

Mr. Munsie: That is the point, They
allowed the prices to be put up.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: And the prices

having been put up, price fixing will not
pull them down again. They opposed price
fixing not -because they Were opposed
to the principle but, I think, because they
wanted to get into office. 1 cannot ses
any other ohjeet that they could have had
in view. May I point out one or ywo reasons
why T am not giving very loyal support to
the present Government. The Premier has
been a total failure a8 an administrater of
the Lands Department. The state of our
farmers to-day is proof of that., The gentle-
man who oeeupies the position of' Premier
has been more than half of the last 13 years
in the office of Minister for Lands and Agri-
celture and yet we bhave the position which
now prevails in comnection with our lands.
Can anyone persuade himaself that the Pre-
wier can be a success as-an administrator?
Then we have the Minister for Works, and
T would like the House to consider the possi-
hility of getting good administration from
him. We heard a great deal about the Wynd-
hamn Freezing Weorks, Many, members will
remember that the present Minister for
Works commented very solidly on the Wynd-
Week after week, he
put up his ereeping barrage of inginuation
and assertion regarding the Wyndham
works—insinuation that some member of the
Ministry was getting a bit of palm grease;
assertion that all we wanted was a practical
busihess man who would know how- to man-
age the works.

The Minister for Worka:
correct in saying that.

My, UNDERWOQOD: The Labour Govern-
ment gpent £100,000 on these works and were
condemned for making a contracy for the
erection of the lot' for £350,000. This, is
where the Minister for Works used to {put
up his barrage. He said we ghould have been
able to provide the works for less money The
Labour Government spent £100,000, the great
bulk of it in payment for *material, in fact

You are not
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that expenditure paid for over 75 per cent.
of the material used in the works. The hon.
gentleman has been in office for thres years
and has spent £600,000.

The Minister for Works:
I think. ‘

Mr. UNDEEWQOD:
proud of it. )

The Minister for Works: I am, too.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: And able to put ap
a good speech on it,

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
£270,000.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: We gpent £100,000,
bought nearly all the material, and he haa
spent £600,000 and is not nearly finished
yet. This is the great praetical man, the
man who was going to control the engineer!

Hon. P. Collier: Twenty-five years in five
different lines of business.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: And 25 years in
each. e was going to show these unprae-
tieal men, who had no business acumen, how
to erect the works, The Minister stands ab-
solutely condemued aa an administrater, He
skites and blows, and bluffs some of the
people that he is an administrator, but there
are the Wyndham Freezing Works, a ‘monu-
ment of! condemnation of his administration.
I cannot be persmaded to give bLearty sup-
port to the Mipister for Works. Members
ghould look at the alterations which have
taken place in our Government offices. The
Seaddan Government recognised « that it
would be absolutely nseless to tinker with
them and that we must build new offices, and
get them solid.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We left the plans
for them,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Well, the present
Government have shifted the Minister for
Mines to the old Stores Department, the
Audit Department they have shifted up-
stairs, and the Public Service Commissioner
has been moved somewhere else, spending
tens of thousands of pounds.

Hon. P. Collier: Patehing.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: TNot patehing even;
making alterations to impossible buildings.
This is the great practieal business man, the
man who knows, i .

Houn. P. Collier: He has even made al-
terations upstairs in thisa House.

The Minister for Mines: I think a lot up-
staira needs altering, too. .

Mr. UNDERWQOD: If the hon, gentle-
man “confined his attention to putting in
strips of carpet, it would not be quite so
expensive for the éountry.

The Minister for Works:
more. ‘

The Minister for Mines:
when you can gel grass?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: TIf the hon. gentle-
man can justify the expenditure by himself
. in three years of £600,000 and not resign his
position, I shall be pleased to hear him.

Hon. P, Collier: He is hopeless.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Minister for
Education gave promise of some ability. He
can undoubtedly make a reasonably good

Mare than that,

You ought to he

The amount was

‘Why use carpet

Give us some’

- State.
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speech or write an article, He was made

Premier,

Mr. O’Loghlen: At the request of the
Press. . .

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes. He believed
the Press and thought he could accomplish
anything. He went to the Fremantle
wharf:

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
serted him.

Mcember: And met his Waterloo.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: He had no right to
go there, and onee there he had mo right to
go away until! he was kicked off.

Hon, P, Collier: He shouid have carried
on once he was there.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: In that incident he
proved himself both a mountebank and a
coward, a coward who has cauwsed some
trouble in Australia since. I do not mind a
mountebank, 1 have been mixed up with
them in polities for some time, but I do ob-
ject, and so do the:people of|this State object
to a coward. The action of the hon. gentle-
man on that Sunday morning is to:me abso-
lute proof that he is not a ‘it person to be
in charge of any ministerial office in this

And the Press de-

]
Mr. Munsie: The people thought so. If
they had had an opportunity they would have
shown it.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Before tea I waa
speaking of that unfortunate episode at Fre-
mantle. I do not wish to pursue the subject
but wonld suggest that some decided altera-
tion is required as regards the employment
of lumpers. Hon, members will agree with
me that the position at Fremantle has been
vusatisfactory for many years—unsatisfac-
tory net only to .the general public but also
to many ot the men following the oceupa-
tion of lnmping. Ti has not worked ouz
evenly. It is the case on many wharves,
and particularly to my knowledge on the
Fremantle wharf, that some men will often
work 24 hours on end while others are not
getting any work at all © Some men may
earn £10 in a week, while others earn only
30s., or 10s., or perhaps nothing. Evidence
was given in the Arbitration Court that a
number of men had not averaged more
than 30s. per week, and the Arbitration
Court put up the wages. Notwithstanding
the Arbitration Court, however, there has
been mno steady work on the wharves for
many years. I think there have been mors
strikes among the Fremantle lumpers than
in any other industry in Western Austra-
lia.

Mr, Green:
Jjustified. .
 Mr. UNDERWOOD: If every one of
tham has been justified] it indicates that
the present system heeds altering. The way
to alter the system is to put permanent men
on the wharf, In my opinion, it is neces-
sary for the Government to-take over the
entire control of the wharf, eliminating the

And évery one of the strikes
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stevedores and the ship owners altogether.
Permanent men should be engaged, and
should be paid a wage awarded by some
‘tribunal, a wage fair between them and the
other citizens of Western Australia. After
all, it is not a question of the ship owners
and the lumpers, but & question of the peo-
ple of Western Australia. Many persons
have gaid that sueh a system is not possible,
but I think it is easily possible.

Mr, Green: What about the ship owners$

Mr. UNDERWQOD: The ship owners will
have nothing to do with the matter. Ounce
a ghip comes alongside our wharf, we handle
all the cargo coming out of or going into
thaf ship. We employ men at a fixed wage,
giving them a guarantee of 48 houra’ work
per week, or whatever hours may be agreed
upon. If they do not WOl‘k. all that time,
they still get paid f£s- They have to
take their shift, either night or day, just
the same as our railway men and our mine
workers do. I contend that under such con-
ditions we would get satisfactery work and
would have a number of workmen in per-
manent employment who could become per-
manent regidents of Fremantle and make
their homes there. And further I contend

,that the work would be done at & less price
“than it is costing to-day.

Mr, Davies: That system was suggested
years ago, and it was declined.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who declined it?

Mr. Davies: The federal union.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Tt was the ship
owners who declined it.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: 1In reply to these in-
terjectinns let me say that I have uttered
wome pretty hard things about the lumpers
who struck during the war. However, the
hardest things I have said councerning the
lumpers, I could easily say about the ship
owners, DBut it is not a questlon of ghip
owners or of lumpers; it is & question of the
organigation of the people of this State. We
must. give those men reagsonably gooed em-
ployment, and permanent employment. If
we do that, I am certain we will get good
men on the wharves, just as we already
have good men in most of our Government
8ervices,

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
tien to do it.

Mr., UNDERWOOD: "If so, I feel per
fectly satisfied this House will pass the
legiglation,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: But the other House
will throw it out.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: TLet us abolish the
other House, then. However, I am not sure
thdt the other House would be so solid
against the proposal; now that the leader of
that other House has had a look at those
lumpers. I fancy the situation may have
impressed itself upon his mind. I have said
that I could not support the Minister for
Education on account of the Fremantle epi-
sode. Moreover, I cannot support him as an
administrator, I think the late Treasurer
will agree with me that the present Minigter

- for Education is one of the most extravagant

‘We want legisla-
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men who ever attempted to administer de-
partments. I put his Estimates through this
House a couple of times, and T did pretty
well.

Hon. P. Collier: It was only that we recog-
nised you were not responsible.

Mr., UNDERWOOD: I thank the Oppo-
sition for their generosity in that regard.
But let me state clearly that the present

‘Minister for Education is the most extrava-

gant Minister who, in my experience, has
had charge of departments.

Hon. P, Collier: Besides being a rubber
stamp.

My, UNDERWOOD: I will not say any
more. Let ns revert to the question of what
we are going to do. It is absolutely true
that we muat have land,settlement or we shall
be in pretty serious difficulties, But the
Premier seems to have only one piece of land
on his mind at the present time, and that is
in the South-West—Nornalup. Our first ex-
perience of the hon. gentleman was that the
land was the Wheat Belt. There are. hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of abandoned farms
in the Wheat Belt. Many of those farms, I
am ahsolutely satisfied, ean be made profit-
able under different conditions from those
under which they have been tried so far.
In order to grow wheat, it is absolutely
necessary to have sheep.. The Premier, in
putting forward that optimistic pelicy of
hig, entirely overlooked that faect. The leader
of the Opposition has commented upon the
average wheat returns for the last four or
fire years. A good deal of the decrease in
the returns is dwe to the fact that weeds
and grass and other rabbish have come on
the land and so choked the growth of the
wheat, There i3 only one way of preventing
that trouble, and that is by putting sheep
on the land. I am stating now an absolute
faet, one kmown to galmost every man who
has tned to cultivate land.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The trouble is that a
lot of the settlers have no fencing.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: True, and a lot of
them have poison on their land. But those
difficulties have got.to be overcome, or else
the land will revert to 2 state of nature, and
the many thousands of pounds advanced on it
by the State through the Industries Assist-
ance Board will be lost. If we are going
to have land settlement either for soldiers
or for anybody else, provision must be made
to. supply the settlers with sheep. T have
heen over a great deal of the Wheat Belt—.
gome of it I saw only yesterday—and I tell
hon. members that we might as well drive
the men off their holdings to-morrow as keep
them there any longer vnless they are sup-
plied with sheep.

The Premier:
bought just now.

Mr. CNDERWOOD: The Premier is given
credit by the ‘‘West Auatralian’’ for hav-
ing imagination as well as common sense,
and when I mentioned shesp his imagination
could carry him on _to the.fence that is
needed to keep sheep in. If fencing is not
procurable, do not let us boost land setile-

Fencing wire cannot be
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ment. If sheep eannot be put on those farms,
let the settlers be turned off at once,

The Premier: Fencing will get cheaper now
the war is over.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston) has pointed
out that we have three million pounds coming
to us from the Commonwealth for repatriation
purposes, and he says that we ought to spend
that amount. Apparently he desires it to be
spent in the porchase of land in his own
electorate, possibly from some of his sup-
porters, I advise the Govermmeni to spend
at least some of it in making the IA.B.
farmers competent to carry sheep on their
holdings. As regards land settlement, one
never hears from the Premier about land
settlement anywhere except in the South-
West. I desire to point out that there are
inecomparably better opportunities for close
settlement in the Kimberleys than there ever
wers or ever will be in the Scuth-Western
portion of this State, I listened to the
Premier on this subject, and I Heard him say
that the Government were endeavouring to
put some of the soldiers on pastoral leases
in the North-West. He said, further, that
Kimberley was the best cattle country in
Western Australia and would possibly carry
sheep. That is what I heard him say, and
all T heard him say, on the subject.

Hon. P. Collier: Is that 2ll the ‘‘West
Australian’’ says he said?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The ‘‘West Austra-
lian’’ came out on the first morning after
the Premier’s speeeh was delivered, with a
fairly long piece about the Worth-West.

The Premier: It iz all in ‘‘Hansard.’’
You were asleep.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Most members go to
the ‘‘West Avstralian’’ to find out what
the Premier says.

Hon. P. Collier: Sometimes you get there
what he did not say, also.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We nanally gat what
he meant to say. On this occasion he has
como to light with a second edition. It has
been elaborated, and in the elaboration he
made quite a long speach about Kimberley.
T have no doubt he will vet make a third
and last explanation of that speech, In its
leading eolumms the ‘‘West Australian’’
seemed to he perfectly satisfied with the
meagre report of the Premjer’s speech. They
said he was a statesman; that he had de-
livered a speech that would carry this eoun-
try through all its difficulties, that it was a
close analysis, and a fine exposition. 'When
the Premier published his second edition it
wasg better still, and no doubt when he makes
hig third it will be a further improvement.
Az a matter of fact, using raceconrse terms,
one might say that when the Premier did his
first gallop he was a blitherer, when he did
his second he was a snorter, and that when
he does his third he will be a ring-tailed
roarer. I plead with the Premier to let us
have his speech in one issue of the ‘“West
Anstralian’’ in future, and not spread it
over two. In referring to the North-West,
let me make it clear that nope of my con-
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stituents has Jand to sell. Al the land there
is held on lensehold and can be resumed for
almost any useful public purpose. For years
past the North has been the most prolific
revenue-producing part of the State, In land
tents alone, before those rents were doubled,
we were paying about £50,000 per annum,
and improving the land at the same time.
Hundreds of thousands of pounds earned by
private individuals in the North have been
spent in developing the southern portion of
the State, We have not yet touched the
possibilities of the North. I have nothing
to say against either the c¢loser settlement,
or the irrigation, of the Gascoyne, but in
Kimberley there i8 no doubt whatever about
the water supply. If, out of the three
millions they are to get, the Government
were to spend £100,000 judiciously on a
settlement in Kimberley, they would not
require to spend any more. The reason why
that part of the State hag not been settled
is its distance from population, That does
not apply to the South-West, When we hear
of marvellonsly good land it is alwayas a fair
question to ask why the owners of that land
have not grown something on it.  That
question ¢an be fairly asked of the South-
West. If the Sonth-Weat can supply us with
butter, at least they have had 25 years’ trial,
with every facility. One might ask why
thoy have not snpplied the butter. The same
question might be asked in regard to Kim-
berley. T can answer it. The first settle-
ment in Kimberley is not more than about
80 years old. Kimberley is right at the top
of Australia, and communication therewith
ig diffieult. There is no close culture there,
beeansze there is no market for the products
of such a aystem, Before developing a
gehema of gettlément there it will be neces-
sary not only te provide a market but to
provide ghips to take the products away.
The Federal Government have poured hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds into the North-
ern Territory. They have put men on the
land there. The land was everything claimed
for it, but when the settlers had grown the
stuff they had to allow it te rot om the
ground. We want gomething saner than
that., There are parts of Kimberley ad-
vantaged with permanent water that re-
quires only a pump. The land will grow
stuff faster than any other country I have
ever seen. In other places in the Kimberley
one might put down & stick three or four
feet and get splendid fresh water, There
are large areps of that sort of country. In
such a country dairying can be carried on
with slight irrigation. One can grow corn
there, and with corn pigs can be fattened.
But 1t i1s of no use producing milk without
a butter factory, and of no use pro-
ducing pigs withoet a bacon factery. I
invite the Premier to investigate the possi-
bilities of that class of farming in the Kim-
berleys. I mention Kimberley particularly,
becanse there we have an absolutely assured
and sufficlent supply of water. In my own
electorate, farther down the coast, we have
not that advantage. And in regard to irriga-
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tion in the Kimberley, it must be remem-
bered that the summer rainfall is unfailing,
and that therefore irrigation would be re-
quired only in the winter, when the evapora-
tion is not mearly so great as in the summer,
In the South-West, irrigation is mnecessary
over gix summer months. I trust that the
Premier will not stop at a mere utterance of
platitudes in respect of the development of
the Kimberleys. Ancther reason why 1
apeak s0 earnestly on this guestion is that
the Kimberleys, above all other parts of
Avngtralia, most urgently require a white
population. Unless we can put a white
population into the Kimberleys, a black
population will eome there. Any Gfovernment
with the advancement of Australia at heart
would do more than merely utter a few plati-
tudes about the cattle potentialities of Kim-
berley and its possibilities as a sheep-grow-
ing country. In regard to the pastoral
leases, T must say a word abont that most
iniquitous Land Bill passed hy the Govern-
ment of which the present Premier was a
member. That Act provided that the pas-
toral lessees c¢ould have an extensien of
tenure for 20 years conditionally on their
paying double rent pending a classification
of their leaseholds, when a definite rent
would be fixed. That Act is working ocut in
this way: those who were there first got the
best land, those who came later got che
poorer land. There is much land held under
pastoral lease which could be imereased from
10s. per thousand acres to £20 per thousand
aeres. On the other hand, there are many
pastoralists the full rent value of whose hold-
ings isx 10s. per thonsand acres. The man
who has a good holding has had his rent
doubled, and so, too, has the man with the
poor holding. There are up there millions
of acres of land held at half a erown per
thousand acres, land infinitely superior to
other land held at 103, per thousand acres.
The Act referred to has doubled the remt of
both eclasses. Amother point: many of the
people on the poor land are working onm an
overdraft. Their rents are considerable, and
those men are paying interest on the rents.
The Act provides that when the land is clas-
pified, in the case of a reduction the money
ghall be refunded to the leaseholders. But
in the meantime they have to find the momey
and. pay interest on it. I hope the actual
Minister for Lands will endeavour to have
this classification made, and so relieve those
peeple who are undoubtedly paying more
than they shonld. I speak of the actual Min-
ister for Lands, because I know he has some
¥knowledge of the guestion and of the people
to whom I refer. The nominal Minister for
Lands may not have that lmowledge, Now
I come to what is perhaps the most import-
ant guestion, not only for Australia bunt for
the world, namely, the cost of living. It has
increased in every country in the world, and
in my opirion it will not eome baek to the
0ld level, although it will have fo come eon-
siderably lower than it is now. The Govern-
ment propose a price-fixing Bill. T have dealt
with that to some extent, but I wish to say
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that one can only fix prices for thoge things
one has control of. Moat of us are well
aware that the tobacec trust made enormous
profits and then, at one and the same .time,
raised the price of a tin of tobacco and re-
duced the weight thersof. They were allowed
to do it. We are also aware that asince the
Commonwealth removed their restrictions the
Tinned Milk Combine hag put vp the price of
milk. So far as Western Australia is con-
cerned we have no control over these things.
If, for instance, we fixed the price of tobacco
at l1s. a tin, the tobacco combine wounld not
send anything here at all and we should have
no tobacco.

The Minigter for Mines:
agreed in the matter?

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: Then it becomes a
Commonwealth matter. The Commonwealth
Government are the only body in Australia
to deal with the matter in a practical manner.
In America the Federal Government have
taken the matter wisely in hand, and have
fixed the rate of profit to be earned, com-
pelling the people to reduce their prices to
sneh an extent that their profits will not be
in excess of, say, eight per cent. We can, if
is true, fix the price of some commodities,
but of very few. A Bill in this matter can-
not have nearly the same effect now that it
would have had when my friends defeated it.
Speaking on this matter the Prime Minister
is reported to have said in connection with
profiteers and Bolsheviks, ‘‘Damn them
both.”’ That may be all right. I am quite
in agreement, but T am not usurping the
functions that the Prime Minister seems to
possess. If we ecan get rid of the profiteer,
the Bolshevik will be out of the work almost
immediately. There will ba nothing for him
to do. There are some profiteers in this
country, and I am going to mention the
names of one or two of the firms concerned.
For instance, I would refer to Messrs. Wig-
more & Co. I happen to know a man who
obtained some stuff from them. He could
not meet his bill for a while, and the firm
agreed to extend it. They took up his bill,
providing for an excess for the accommeoda-
tion. For that excess of accommodation they
charged him at the rate of 11 per cent. on
what he owed. Another firm I would men-
tion is Dalgety & Co., Ltd. In this new era
we are coming to’ we shall get rid of these
profiteers, or endeavour to do so. There are
other prices which- will require consideration.
We know that the price of Collie coal has
been raised 2s. 6d. per ton quite recently.

The Minister for Mines: To be ecorreet,
2s. Td.

Mr. Wilson: That is only one penny.
“Mr. UNDERWOOD: It means a matter of
£70,000 to the Government,

The Minister for Mines:
the railways,

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
ister Watt did that.

Mr, TNDERWOOD: Now we are coming
to something with which we can deal. The
coal owners and the coal miners go to Mel-
bourne. They fix np an arrangement there

Not if the States

Of £31,000 to
Acting Prime Min-
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-and come baek to. tell us that coal has gone
up 2s. 6d. & ton. That e¢oal belongs to . .the
- people of Western Australia. The value of
the coal is made by the industries of Western
Australia, and before the price is raised
again the people of the State should be con-
sulted, not Mr, Watt or scmeone elge. We,
as citizens, have as much right to speak on
that as any other party.

The Minister for Mines: ‘We have an
agreoment for three months after the war,
and that has not yet expired.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: The order of the
court made no difference to the agreement,

The Minister for Mines: What is the use
of our agreement? :

Mr, Wilson: Why do you not stick to it¢

Mr, UNDERWQOD : There is the broad
question, namely, that the coal belongs to
the people of the State. If necessary the
people will have to take it over and manage
the mines themselves.

The Minister for Mines: There are other
coal mines. ’

Mr. UNDERWQOD: There are no coal
mines known in Western Australia that eould
take the place of the Collie mines.

The Minister for Mines: Wait until we
open up Wilgi,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: In opening it up let
the Government szes that the people get a
fair deal. We are most fortunate in having
a c¢oal supply at Collie; There is one other
matter T wounld touch upon before reaching
the State steamship service, and that is the
Civil Bervice. There is an extraordinary gag,
I may call it, in regard to this matter. As
soon as any hon. member speaks about the
Givil Service he is. presumed to have the
wtention of reducing wages or dismissing a
number of the employees of the Stats. Speak-
ing from three years’ experience I say there
is o great deal of waste in the Civil Service.
I do not care whether we get men out of the
Service or not, but- I do contend we should
.eliminate that waste, That was part of the
policy of the National Government, and the
National Government I am sorry to say .abso-
lutely forgot all about it. I have knowledge
-myselt that there are unnecessaxry men, and
gome well paid. I remember a case in con-
nection with one of my own departments.
I was opposed to a certain man being ap-
pointed, but was away when the Executive
Council paper went through. T profested
through the Premier and the Civil Service
Cemmissioner. The file went on to the Com-
missioner, who sent it back through the
Premier to me. I put my reply on the file,
bunt it never go* owt of the Premier’s office,
The last time 1 was in it I saw the file on
the ice chest: :

Mr. Munsie: For fear the paper would be
georched. -

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: If the Premier will
look on the ice chest he will find the file
there with a minnte of mine on it that is
well worthy of consideration. On the ques-
tion of State steamships, the Premier is re-
ported to have said that there was necessity
to provide transport facilities for the North-
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West, and he is. also reported to have said
that he was opposed to oversea ships. 1t is
absolutely necessary to have State owned
ships renning not only on the -North-West
coast, but to Java and possibly to Singapore,
‘We have just read in the paper the inter-
view with a gentleman who has heen to the
Eaat—it is called our North—who peints out
what great markets there are in Java, and
the possibility there is for shipping flour,
meat, and other producty from Australia to
that country. It will be noticed that thia
gentleman comes from the Eastern States.
It will be seen from the map that the islands
he mentions are almost doe north of Fre-
mantle. We are seriously bandieapped by
almest all of our commeree being rTun by
Eastern firms, The firms here are only

, branches or tail ends of the big Eastern

State firms. Dalgety & Co,, Ltd, for in-
stance, is only a branch. The owners of
these Eastern commercial firms are also the
owners of the Australian ships, When we
are looking for & market in Western Aus-
tralia in that country we see that geographi-
cally it belonga to us, but- we find that the
merchants and ship owners are working to-
gether and carrying the produce all round the
Continent of Awustralia. Im order to over-
come this we must run our own ships, irre-

spective of the FEastern States commercial
Afirms or the shipowners there. To run that

service we will require possibly four ships.
‘We should have ships to run om our North-
West coast, not only to bring supplies to: our

‘present settlers; but to the settlers who are

coming - here.  Private emterprise will not
supply the ships we require in order to setile
that country, and without ships it cannot be
settled. We want a fortnightly service along
our North-West coast. We require specially
constructed ships, as this coast is a peeuliar
one. It has no coal supplies, and only a few
ghips can burn our local coal. We must,
therefore, have oil-driven ships. The oceu-
pation of a firewman in the tropics is one I
would not follow uwnless I was very hard up.
If we can run ships without firemen we will
have a better service than we have to-day.

-The present ghips running on the coast

are not very satisfactory, The ‘‘Kwi-
nana’? ia possibly ome of the Test
cattle boats - in Australian waters.

The “‘Bambra’’ i3 not a suitable ship, She is
most unsuvitable. At the same time the re-
sidents along the North-West coast recog-

-nigse most fully that they were fortunate
-indeed to have her there,

The Premier is
reported to have said that he ia going to
put ships on the coast to bring down stock,
That seems to he all he knows about it. He
is alse reported to bhave said that a few
Years ago we were bringing down 30,000

- bulloeks a year, and that this year we were

only bringing down 10,000 head. Last year
we only brought down 10,000 bullocks and

-bad plenty in the market. The only differ-

enee is that the overland stock route is not
yet opened. That goes to show an abaolute
lack of knowledge on the part of the -Pre-
mier 8o far as the North-Wast is concerned.
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With the FEastern Goldfields growing cattle,
and the inerease in stock :on the Murchison
and the Upper Murchison, the North-West
stock is scardely required in the metropoli-
tan market during a good season. 1 Jesire
to tell the House some of the difficultiag
which exist in running the State Steam-
ship Service. in competition with private
enterprise. Right thronghout the war the
Government have been running their ves-
sels along the North- West coast in
competition with Dalgety’s, and Dalgety’s,
I can say without hesltatmn, have taken
every possible advantage to work points on
the State Government. They have put up
their prices wherever they cam, they have
cut us ont wherever they can, and they
have declined to take cargo to Carnarvon,

That is the first port of ecall and they can

get higher freights if they take cargo fur-
ther north. They have left the State ves-
sels to earry the trade to that port, and
what is more extraordinary, to supply Dal-

gety’s own store at Carnarvon, while they

themselves will ron their ships past it
Again, Dalgety’s asked us to agree to an
incressed freight for wool. As the squatter
wad getting a fair price for his wool, we
agreed to put up the price 12s. 6d. a bale.
Dalgety’s are agents for a lot of the sta-
tions and they have representatives along
the coast. What happened was that our
ships scarcely ever got a bale of wool. Dal-
gety's ships got the lot. 1 was aboard the
f*Bambra’’ on one oceasion. We passed
Derby and saw that the wharf was loaded
up with woel while not a bale of it was
for the “Bambra,’’ It was all being kept
for Dalgety’s vessel. We eame to Point
Bampson and we got about 40 bales of
gkins; the bales are all about the same size.
The skins were shipped at 4s. 6d. a bale.
The jetty was loaded up with wool all
booked to Dalgety’s. When I made in-
guiries T found that they were Dalgety’s
gkins,

The Minister for Works: They were show-
ing you a point.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Of course they were,

Again, we had a chance with the ‘‘EKwin-
ana’’ to earn £20,000 by taking 4,000 tons
of flour to Java. Dalgety & Co. got on to
the manager of the shipping board and the
shipping board replied that there was no
necessity to rom two ships to Java with
flour and Dalgety’s carried that flour while
our ship remained idle. That is private en-
terprise. I say again that while we lave
Nationalists of that deseription we will
have Bolsheviks.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You mean to say
that the Commonwealth Controller of Ship-
ping did that.

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: We had an orier
to take the flour to Java and I go further
and say that I was making arrangements
to go on that trip myself. But we were re-
fused permission by the shipping ~ board
-because they said there was no need for the
two vessels to tun to Java as one could
carry on the trade.

“doubts about that.

it unfler more efficient management,

Beaddan—Alhany) :  As
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- Hon. W. C."Angwin:~ Is not the shipping
board controlled by an Admiralf-

' Mr.. UNDERWOOD: I have serious
I am” coming .to the
question of the management of the State
ships. We have as manager Mr. Stevens,
who is also seeretary of the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust, He Knows practically nothing
about shipping, He has never beer on the
North-West coast and knows nothing at all

-about North-West conditions; therefore, it

is not saying anything harsh against Mr,

Stevens to remark that he has utterly failed

to manage the service efficiently. He is
most of the time trying to work in conjune-
tion with the Harbour Truast, with the re-
sult that the service has not been properly
gondueted, T told him when I knew the
tricks that Dzlgety’s were putting up on us
not to carry stuff for that firm. He told me
he was a common carrier and he had to
carry it.

. Hon. W, C. Angwin: Dalgety’s manager
is chairman of the Harbour Trust.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. That is the position,
The manager of Dalgety’s, Tom Carter, is
chairman of the Fremantle Harbour Trust,
of which Stevens is secretary.

b Hon. P. Collier: Conseqnently Carter is his

088,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: He is Stevens’ boss
on the Harbour Trust and competitor in
the steamships, I intend to move before I
sit down an amendment to the Address-in-
reply requesting the expansion of the ship-
ping 'service and the putting of it under
more efficient management. I can say to
this House, after a good deal of experience,
that that steamship service , is absolutely
necessary, not only to the people of the
North-West. coast but for the producers in
the southern parts of the State. I can say,

furthermore, that we will never have satis-

faetory management while we have a man
in charge of it who has also another job,
and I may go further and say while we have
Mr. Stevens as mauager.

The FPremier: You were Minister for a
long time,

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Yes, you were there;
you camnot talk,

Hon. W, O, Angwin: Ts the Premier really
& convert to Government-owned ships nowf

The Premier: A convert?

Mr, UNDEERWOOD: The Premier is a
convert to o limited extent. Ii is absolntely
necessary to expand that servica and to put
T move
an amendment—

That the follewing- words be added to
the Address-in-reply:—*‘Further, we de-
gire that the State Steamship Service be

" expanded and placed under more efficient
management than obtains at present.’’

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
‘the amendment
moved by the member for Pilbara deals
directly with the State Steamship SBervice,

*which is under my contrel at ‘the moment,

the Premier. has " suggested that I might
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reply to the remarks which have been
made. TUnder ordinary -circumstances the
Premier would find himself in the posi-
tion of having to aceept such an amend-
ment as one of no-confidence in the Gov-
ernment, but as an sctual matter of fact
the amendment iz affirming the desirability
of the Government carrying out their pro-
nounced policy. It iz not a vote of no-
confidence in the Government; it is affirming
complete confidence becanse it is uvrging that
we should carry out a policy that we have
already agreed upon and referred to in the
Governor’s Speech. The exaet words in the
Governor’s Speech are as follows:—

My advisers are increasingly impressed
with the great possibilities of further
seftlement and development of the North-
West, and recognise the responsibility of
enguring to that portion of the State
adequate and reliable facilities of transit.

I want to ask the hon. member how does he
anticipate that we can give other than
reliable facilities mnless we provide all the
facilities which are required for the purpose
of carrying on that particular trade? Amnd
as it has been found necessary to expand the
shipping along that eocast, and provide
adequate and reliable facilities, the Govern-
ment have pronounced in favour of it and
are definitely pledged by the Speech. The
statements which the Premier has made also
ghow that the desirability of developing the
North-West is highly desirable. I have no
desire to suggest that the member for Pil-
bara is not serious in his remarks but they
come most refreshing to me, largely beeause,
I suppose, I have heen out of polities for
two or three years. I may, therefore, be
looked upon as o¢ne of the publie, and if I
were what might be ealled—to use a vulgar
term—a greenhorn, 1 should imagine the
member for Pilbara had during the past
three or four yvears been away to Java having
a holiday and during that time had nothing
to do with the administration of the affairs
of the State. As a matter of aetuval fact he
has been Minister eharged with attending to
the welfare of the North-West in all its
functions, and if there has been any laxity
during that period the hon. member shonld
have drawn attention to it. I can find no
references on the shipping files where the
hon. member suggested any apecial course
of action. There ig no evidence that he, after
having visited the North-West, drew the at-
tention .of his colleagues in the Cabinet to
the mismanagement of the Btate Steamship
Service and the mnecessity for changing
the managesment for the purpose of pro-
viding a better service. I have been busy
sinee T have been in office in connection with
the matter. We have had evidence from the
Premier, in the course of his speech, that he
is not the ouly one who, by reason of the
altered conditions existing in the world to-
day, has changed his views. Can we expect
to make any progress unless we change ounr
views from time to time? It is not desirabls
to continne on the same road if we wish to
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make progress, and to imagine that the Pre-
mier would say that what was good enough
for his grandfathers would be good enough
for him to-day is absurd. Even Mr. Bonar
Law is to-day pledged to introduce to the
Parliament of the Empire legislation which
I am doubtful whether we would dare to
submit here,

Mr, Troy: We will dare it here.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
so certain about that. I am doubtful whether
the hon. member has read what has tran-
spired in the House of Commons recently.
The member for Pilbara mneed not be so
doubtful with regard to the Premier,

Mr, Underwood: [ am bound to be on
account of his past poliey,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then let
me ask the hon. member whether we are not
entitled te doubt even him if we accept his
own statement in regard to his own past
policy. He has been a member of the
Cabinet which has done all these things.

Mr. Underwood: What do you think T left
the Cabinet for?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know and I do not think it ig desirable that
I should. The fact remains that the hon.
member has accused the Cabinet of neglect-
ing to do the very things whieh he, as Min-
ister, was charged to give special attention
to. But I am dealing with the question of
the Premier’s sincerity in regard to many
of these matters.

Hon. W. G Angwin: You must remember
that an honorary minister has to be guided
by his ministers.

Hon. ¥, E, 8, Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Were you?

Hon. W. O, Angwin: Yes.

Hon. F, E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Get outl.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am de-
lighted with the Honorary Minigter’s answer
because the hon, member cannot tell me that.

Hon. W. O, Angwin: Yes, 1 do.

The MINISTER FORE MINES: The hon,
member was most pronounced in asserting hig
authority in controlling his departments,
When placed in charge of a department as
Honorary Minister, he is entitled to earry
the responsibility for the administration of
the affairs of that department.

Mr. Underwood: There must come a time
when he leaves.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, I am
not protesting against the hon. member hav-
ing left the Cabinet. That is a matter for
himsgelf. The statement he made at the be-
ginuing of his speech affgrded me pleasure.
He said he was going to use his best judg-
ment irrespective of whether it meant retain-
ing the Government in office or not. T think
the Premier realises with me that each of
ug must use his best judgment and not dance
to the tune of any outside organisation or
any organisation within Parliament itself. I
made au announcement of that kind on the
husgtings when the representative of the
Country party was my chairman, I have
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not the slightest objection to the existence of
organisations to make grievances known; we
require them. I do not objeet to public
clamour where that is necessary, We have
a free Pass, a free public platform, and a
free Parliament.

Mr. O’Loglilen: The Press is free now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
member used his pen very freely and was
not always particular what sort of ink was on
the pen. These facilities are provided to
enable information to be brought before our
public men, to rectify grievances and to
carty on the government of the State and
maintain peace in our ¢ommunity. The mem-
ber for Fremantle (Mr, Jones) talks aboni
lamp-posts and ropes, but he kuows very well
he is only talking to the gallery.

Mr. Foley: There are not many lamp-posta
on a steamer, '

Mr. SPEAKER: The debate must be con-
fined to steamships which form the subject
of the amendment. The hon. member will
have an opportunity on general questions
later. i

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I was com-
ing to the question of the hon, member
doubting the sincerity of the Premier,

Mr. Joney: Keep away from those lamp-
posts; they are dangerous.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member dealt pretty extensively and very
fairly with the question of our shipping ser-
vice to the North-West coast. He will not
doubt that I am just as much in earnest as
vver 1 wag that we should have a shipping
gervice for our producers in the North. With
my knowledge of what has been dome with
the steamer ‘‘ Kangaroo,’’ I believe we should
retain her to test out the very thing the hon.
member says is essential; that is a certain
amount of oversea shipping. I am not sug-
gesting that -we should undertake oversea
shipping on the same basis as the Common-
wealth line, but surely we as a State are
pledged to supply facilities within our own
borders to assist produeers to get their pro-
duce to market. Tt is well to urge produe-
tion, but we must be able to find a market
for the produce and to provide the facilities
for getting the produce to market. When we
are able to provide these facilities, we are
entitled to tell people to prodnce and, before
going ahead with production in the North-
West, I want to be able to say to the settlers
there, ‘‘Here is a market and here aré our
facilities for getting yowr produce to mar-
ket.’””> The key to the position is that we
cannot expeet to carty on & shipping service
with the Nortli-West coast on all-fours with
the shipping service to other parts of Aue-

tralia. It is an entirely different pro-
position. "We have had experience of
it and if we do mot profit from our

exparience we shall be very dull. Having no
coal supplies up there, the hon. member said
we should seek other methods—procure
0il. The cheapest oil market is at our
door, namely, Borneo. We can obtain oil
there and supply our ships as well ag the
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‘freezing works -at Wyndbam and, I hope,

further ‘freezing works or chilling works
on the North-West coast as well. Our in-

‘land production will very doon overtake our

local demands. There will be little need in
years to come, I think, to bring down live
stock fronr the North-West, and we must be
able to guarantee settlers there a market.
Such market must be overseas and, to pro-
vide that market, I consider we muat pro-
vide oil ships. It is impossible to obtain
a ship anywhere at present. We have been
hunting for one for the last three months.

Mr. Underwoed: Order one.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If one had
sufficient money, he could order them, but
it is questionable whether it is desirahble to
order at present when shipping ecompanies
the” world over are planning to replace lost
ships, when new shipping yards are being
constructed in all parts of the world, even
in Japan, which is competing with America
for the quick production of ships to restere
the mercantile marine. Owing to the im-
provements made during the war, we can-
not obtain Diedel engines for love or money,
The question to be settled is whether the
Diesel engine or oil fuel ig the more suitable
for the North-West. Surely it is not de-
girable, in the face of the pronouncement by
the Premier to provide these facilities, to
force us to make a deeision at the moment
in connec¢tion with matters on which we
desire further information. We have ob-
tained information -from a souree which the
hon. mémher says is unsatisfactory; still he
would ask us to do something without ob-
taining proper advice which is essential V-
fore we can arrive at a decision. Cabinet
has approved of cutting adrift the State
Steamship service and making it a definite
department, under the confrol of a general
manager. I wish to obtain to control our
shipping service a man who can grow with
it and who can give that adequate service
which is required by the North-West eoast.
Until wo get such a man, we should move
slowly.

Mr. Underwood: That is the point. How
many knots are you doing?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
hon, member i doing ordinary speed of nine
knots, we are doing about 43. T hope the
question of the North-West shipping. ser-
vice has got beyond party intrigue. If to-
morrow there was a ¢hange of Government,
there would be 5 continuance of the poliey
of the present Government regarding our
shipping service to the North-West. What-
ever else we disagree wupon, whatever

opinions we have expressed in the past,

opinions largely due to party opposition to
any' move made By the Government—and
one party is not more guilty than another—
on this -question we are beyond that point.
ATl parties have agreed that these fadilities
mugt be maintained and that they must
be adequate for that part of the State.
Mr. O'Loghlen: Then you are accepting
the amendment? ’ ‘
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The MINISTER FOR MINES:
no need for the amendment; it is already
in the Governor’s Speech.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Then you will aceept it¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is a
vote of confidence in the Government.

Hon. W, C. Angwin. You had only 82
votes the other day and a majority is 26.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
not travelled on the State steamers and T
do not know whether they are well managed
on the water or from the head office. I do
know that the shipping service to-day is wn-
fortunately in a very diffienlt position
owing to the faet that we have to carry
such & huge quantity of coal on these ships
and to the delays entering and leaving port
due to being held up by the tides. When
the Navigation Aet is proclaimed—the Act
was passed some years ago—some of the
ships against which the hon. member al-
loges unfair trading, must go out of the
business. They will be unable any longer
to carry anyone'’s wool

Mr. Underwood: Do you think. the Aet
will be proclaimed?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
answer for the Federal Government, but,
when it is, the objection raised by the hon.
member will disappear.

Mr. Underwood: How?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Because
that wool must be carried by our own ships.

Mr. Underwood: Dalgety’s are agents;
they will not give va that wool to carry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: To whom
will they give it?

Mr. Underwood: T do not know.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: When
the Government are operating that aervice
with proper ships——

Mr. Underwood: When!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We shall
be able to operate as quickly as anyone,

Mr. O’Loghlen: If there are two ships of]
equal capacity, Dalgety’s would give prefer-
ence to other than the State steamer.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
would if there was another steamer calling.

Mr. O’Loghlen: In the past there has
been boycott or prejudice against Btate
gteamships in some of the ports.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
denying that. The hon. mcmber iz justified
jn saying that some people, whether Dal-
gety’s or not I do not know, give their best
freights on the North-West coast to the ship-
ping plying to Singapore and leave the rest
to the State steamsbips, If we were in the
position of the Singapore boats, we would
take the best and leave the other.

Hoen, T. Walker: Ts it right?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Ti is not
a guestion of being right.

Hon. T. Walker: It is.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The ships
trading to Singapore are entitled to pick
ap the best freights obtairable.

Mr. Underwood: Cannot you operate to
Singapore?

There i
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not with
our present ships. '
" Mr, Underwood: Expand them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
already agreed to do that. The State steam-
ship servicc is managed under very, great
difficulties, The hon, member referred to
Mr. Stevens. He may not be ideal in every
Way as 8 manager; no man is ideal; every-
oue has his failings. I am not certain how
the hon. member fell foul of the manage-
ment, but Mr, Stevens can hardly be called
to book for shortcomings on the ship after
she left Fremantle. If there is anything
wrong with the management, I would be glad
to have my attention c¢alled to it. Mr. Stevens
however, does not travel up and down on the

ghips and, if anything happened after the

boat lett Fremantle and his attention was
directed to it, I am sure he wonld have it put
right.

Mr. Underwood: You have only Mr.
Stevens to direct your attemtion to it and

I have travelled on the steamers. I did draw
your attention to it.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not

aware of it even now. There is merely the
bald general statement that Mz, Stevens is
not & good manager. Such a statement can
be made of anyone. In what direction has
Mr. Btevens failed? Has he been discourt-
eous? T should expect the first complaint of
the hor. member to be om that score. Mr.
Stevens wae not entitled to go to Dalgety’s
and take exception to their attitude. He is
there to manage the steamships. The hon.
member knows that just at present, owing
to shortage of shipping, we cannot alter the
position on the coast, and that we shall have
to suffer in the same way probably for some
time longer. As regards the management of.
the service, we have not decided against Mr.
Btevens; he may vet be the general manager.
Bo far as T am aware, Mr. Stevens has given
the State good service in filling the dual
gositions. W have decided that the State
steamship SBervice ghall be made thoroughly
efficient and shall be extended, and that there
shall be a general manager giving his atten-
tion to this service alone and being directly
responsible to the Minister. We have also
decided that future questions affecting the
service shall remain in abeyance until the
general manager has been appointed. No
time will belostin obtaining a general man-
ager if one is available. If the hon. member
contends that he can raise objection to the
present Government on the ground of their
futnre policy relative to the State Steamship
Bervice, he has absolutely struck the Govern-
ment’s strongest point. . The hon. member
desires that the serviee shall he expanded.
I have already told him that we intend to
expand it.

+

Have you anything

Mr. Green: on the
Egtimates for a steamer?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 have

not the Estimates here.
- Mr. Green: Ate you putting anything on
the Estimates for a steamer?
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is

a matter which will come before the House
in its proper turn. I do pot think the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie is fair in asking that the
presentation of the Estimates should be an-
ticipated. I assure the member for Pilbara
(Mr. Underwood) that, so far as is neces-
sary to fulfil the promise given to the coun-
try throngh the Governor’s Speech, expansion
of the State Steamship Service will take
place. Is that sufficient?

Mr. Green: That is shofling.

Mr. Underwood: That is no more definite
than the statement in the Governor’s Speech.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Is not the
hon. member satisfied with my statement?

Mr. Underwood: No; I am not satisfied.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The other
point in the hon. member’s amendment is
that the service shall be placed under more
efficient management than obtains at pre-
sent. We can achieve that by making the
State Steamship Service a separate under-
taking from all other Government depart-
ments.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Is there anything to ahow
that the member for Pilbara while Honorary
Minister moved in any way to obtain that
change?

Mr. Underwood: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The pro-
posal must be in the ice chest, for- I have
not seen it. The Government have already
arrived at s decision to separate the State
Steamship Service from the Fremanile Har-
bour Trust, and to obtain an efficient manager.
Does the member for Pilbara want anything
more than thatt

Mr. Underwood: Yes, I do. I want an
expansion of the service to Bingapore and

Jave. I said that pretty elearly, and I stated -

my reagsons.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am not
suggesting that that expansion is not a good
idea, but what I want the hon. member to
understand is that we must first of all pro-
vide an adequate service for the North-West
producer, which we have not provided up to
date. That in itself, I think, goes to show
that an affective service cannot be given for
the North-West coast unless we expand it
oversea. The first duty of the Government,
however, hefore undertaking an expansion of
the service, ie to find oversea markets. I
believe those markets are to be had for the
asking, With regular deliveries of our pro-
ducts, I believe our products will be accepted
in those markets in preference to any other.
Our first problem, however, must be the pro-
vision of an adequaté service for our own
producers. The main objection raised to the
present service is that the ‘‘Kangaroo’’ does
not serve our own ports and therefore iy of
no value to our preducers; and yet the mem-
ber for Pilbara demands that we showld at
once provide other ships for the same gervice,
namely oversea, instead of first satisfying the
needs of our northern prodocers. The hon.
member’s vote of want of confidence in the
Government is really a vote of confidence,
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Hon. P, Collier: Perhaps the hon. member
meant it in that spirit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: While he
criticised the Government pretty freely on
other matters, he confined his expression of
want of confidence, his amendment, to one
point alone.

Mr. Underwood: Where did you get the
information from that this amendment is a
motion of want of confidence? There have
been scores of such amendments moved in
the House of Commons without their being
regarded as motions of want of confidence.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: True; and
I believe such amendments to he desirable.
I agree that members should from time to
time express their opinions in a definite way.
We get too much in the way of generalities.
I hold that members sitting on the back Gov-
eroment benches are entitled from time to
time to express any want of satisfaction, It
is a means of getting the Government to
centre their attention on the needs of a par-
ticular member’s constituents. From that
aspect 1 have not the slightest disagreement
with the member for Pilbara. Still, in mov-
ing his amendment he adopted the attitude
of one moving a vote of want of confidence
in the Government. Indeed, the hon. member
warned the Govermment early in the day that
the amendment was coming, and handed us a
typed copy of it. If the hon. member intends
his amendment for the purpose of drawing
attention to thia one phase of the Govern-
ment’s policy, Ministers will not have the
slightest objection to snpporting him; and,
indeed, I think that when the vote is taken
the whole House will be found on his side.
The amendment affirms a policy to which at
all events every member on the Gevernment
gide of the House is already pledged defin-
itely. T hope, therefore, that the hon, member
will not press the amendment, but, following
the practice of the House of Commons, will
show his good sense by withdrawing it.

Hon. P. Collier: Why should he withdraw
it when the Government endorse it$

Amendment put and passed; the words
added to the Address.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora): I wish to say
something about the position of members in
thi= House. When war broke out a compact
was entered into regarding the formation of
the Wationalist party. Many of us joined
that party imbued with the common purpose
of doing everything we could to assist those
who were fighting our battles in France.
Same of ns were ealled disloyalists and had
other opprobrious epithets hurled at us. Per-
gonally I took the first opportunity of declar-
ing my intentions to my old colleagues. Some
men to whom I had been diametrically op-
posed were equally sincere in sinking their
political beliefs in order to join up with the
party working for & common goal. I entered
into the compact believing that 1 was doing
right. T have not since been called upon to
vote against any of the principles I enter-
toined when T was in the Lahour movement,
nor have T spoken, inside or outside the
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House, against any of the principles I pre-
viously believed in.

Mr. Munsie: It is fairly easy to aveid
votiug against principles by simply walking
out of the Chamber. ’

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member is quite
wrong in his suggestion, I was not within
the precinets of the Chamber when the vote
was taken the other night. T told Mr. Hard-
wick, who is not a whip over me, that if the
division took place he knew where to get me
on the telephone. I was not in the Chamber.
Had T been here I should not have voted on
that motion. When the Nationalist compact
waa made, the ideals of the party were truly
national, It was sinking everything of a
party nature.

Mr, O’Loghlen:

It even sank its own

Premier.
Mr, FOLEY: I have never sunk any Pre-
mier. When ‘the need for the compaect

ceased, I told the members on this side that
I was no longer of their party.

Mr, O'Loghlen: But yon would have voted
for the Government the other evening had
you been here,

Mr. FOLEY: The necessity for that com-
pact no longer existas. The present Premier
was never a4 member of the Nationalist Gov-
crnment, was never a supporter of nor allied
to that Government. Therefore there is no
reason for me to support him now. I do not
support the present Government. S¢ long as
I am in politica T am never going back to
any aystem that will bind me to anything
other than what T believe to be right and
honest and just, nor shall I submit to any-
thing that will take onc vestige of freedom
or independencé from me,

Mr, O'Loghlen: TLoud talk.

Mr. Munsie: Then you did do something
which you did not believe in when you were
a member of the Labour party?

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member knows
well that when T was asasgeiated with the
Labour party T acted loyally and honourably
by that party. T am not going to say one
word of what happened during my connee-
‘tion with that party.

Hon, P. Collier: We do not ohject.

Mr. POLEY: T am going to say nothing,
Mr. Munsie: Because you have nothing to
say.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
be ashamed of. e

Mr. POLEY: As the hon. member says,
there is nothing for me to be ashamed of
in my old connection with the Lahour party,
nor in my connection with the party which T
thought best for Western Anstralia, namely
the Nationalist party.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why not stick to that
party?

Mr. FOLEY: Because T contend it is not
a Nationalist party at all now. Yrrespective
of what section we may belong to, I believe
that ‘politics in this State have been clean
and withont corruption, s

There is nothing to
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Mr. Jones: Even at Albany?
Mr, POLEY: I do not know to what the
hon. member is alluding, It may be a case

‘of, to the pure all things are pure.

Mr, O’Loghlen: It was pretty sharp praec-
tice, giving a portfolio to a man not in Par-
liament and sending him along a8 the minis-
terial candidate,

Mr. POLEY: I was just as much opposed
to it as was the hon, member, I am againet
the Premier because he arrogated to himself
the right to appoint to the Ministry one who
was not a member of this Chamber.

Mr. Davies: It was a tribute.to your old
leader.

Mr. FOLEY: I do not recognise the mem-
ber for Albany as being any leader of mine,
While there was & National Gevernment with
national ideals I followed the party. The
present Premier iz no Nationalist, at least
not from my point of view, and therefore I
do not intenrd to follow him. Neither do I
intend to follow or support the extreme aec-
tion that ie opposing him at present.

Mr. Lambert: Do you call ua an extreme
scetion §

Mr, FOLEY: The members of the old
Labour party have a good policy, and I will
gupport them in anything they may bring
forward in the Chamber. T will support
what is good from any party in the Chamber,
Now 1 wish to say a word in regard to our
present position,

Mr. Munsie:
where you are.

Mr. FOLEY: At the next general elections
T will be in l.eonora as a candidate free and
untrammelled. The hon. member can come
along and have a try for the same seaf.

Mr. Munsie: There will be someone else
there besides you, and you will have a pretty
difficult passage.

Mr. FOLEY: They bave tried before.

Mr. Munsie: You were a Nationalist then,
but you are not now,

Mr. FOLEY: I am ready for the grand
bursp when it comes.

Mr. Jones: We will get a penitent stool
fixed up for you.

Mr. FOLEY: For goodness’ sake do not
send the hon. member for Fremantle up
there. I mever want to see him there. The
member for Mt. Magnet did not do much
good by opposing me. I de not think there
has been enough done in the way of repatria-
tion in this State. I see a good deal of
those men whe wish to be repatriated, and
they tell me that the process is slow if they
want to get land for farming purposes.
After having had experience of what farming
has meant to this State, and the conditions
under which operations are carried on, T
have arrived at the comclusion that, remem-
bering the physieal condition that & man
ghould possess, I doubt very much whether
some -of the returned soldiers will make &
puccess of it. These men ave to be given a
certain amount of money but that smm, in
my opinion, is not sufficient, and the manner
in whieh it is to be given to them is wrong.
T believe that the expenditure of this money

I do not think you know
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should be under the control of a board, the
membere of which board should explain the
conditions under which the land should be
farmed. With reference to assistance to
mining, that is very mseagre at present. If
a man has been a miner and he goes to the
Repatriation Department he can get-no as-
gistance whatever. He is told that there is
very little money for him, or very little to
be devoted to mining., If there is ome thing
which will pull this State out of the mire, it
is the development of the mining industry,
Unfortunately, however, every commodity in
connection with mining has advanced in
price, and not only have those prices gone
up but the cost of railage alsp has increased,
aeven since 1918. I contend that the State is
not doing anything for the mining industry
and that a sum of money should be set apart
to help those returned men who desire to
embark in that oceupation. If a man has
been a miner he is debarred from any other
avoeation, but if a man has been on the land
ie ean embark on almost any other work
other than a business, and in many instances
he is regarded as a business man. Our mines
at the present time are going down in value
and they are ealso going down in depth.
During the past four years, while the war
has heen in progress, the efficiency of the
men employed in onr mines has been much
below the mining standard. That means
. that developmental work has not been going
on. That work has to he made up at the
present time. During the past few months
the late Minister for Mines removed the em-
bargo on fracture. There are three or four
other items on which there still remains a
hig embarge, which embarge must be shifted
before mining c¢an prosper again. I believe
that if a mining company can show they can
do legitimate developmental work during a
certain time, there should be a bhoard in
this State, consisting of competent men, to
say whether that mining company should he
allowed so much as a set-off, so that mining
operations might go on. If that wera done,
a greater amount of development and pro-
specting work would be done. I do not think
there is any need for me to say much more
just now on that question. I want the Gov-
ernment, however, to know that if they sub-
mit any proposal whieh will be for the bene-
fit of the State, I will support it. T de¢ not
want them to count on me as a solid sup-
porter, If the leader of the Opposition, or
any other member, brings forward anything
which T think is right in the interests of the
State, so long a8 T am in this Chamber T will
support it. That is the position I intend to
take up. |

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex}: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex): I regret the
Government have not seen fit to grant me
the adjonrnment of the debate. With regard

to the Governor’s Speech, becaugse of its.

ambignity there is little if anything in it
which indicates the Government’s ‘sincere in.
tention to grapple with those problems

‘the Cabinet.

[ASSEMBLY.]

which confront the State to-day. We have
heard from the Minister for Mines a very
wide interpretation of the amendment which
was moved by the tnember for Pilbara, The
Leader of the Opposition dealt fully with the
position from his point of view, and his
speech resulted in a motion of no-confidence.
That motion met with o very sudden death,
which I think was due to the fact that the
leader of the Opposition and his party did
not select anyone other than the member
for Fremantle to continue the debate.

Hon. P, Collier: Why other than the
member for Fremantle?

Mr. PICKERING: Because no one else
with any self-respect cared to follow the
line of dcbate taken up by that hon,
member, .

Hon, P. Collier: It was not necessary to
follow his line of debate.

Mr. PICEERING: There are members in
this Chamber, as has been evidenced by
the speeches which have since been made,
who are dissatisfied with. the Government
and who, when they wish to express their
views, would prefer to express them on the
lines adopted by the leader of the Opposi-
tion rather than those followed by the mem-
ber for Fremantle. ’

Mr. Green: What is it that you object to?

Mr. PICKERING: It appears to me that
members in this House are skating over thin
ice. There have Leen great disturbances in
this State since last we met. One of those
was the tramway strike and another the
Fremantle strike.

Mr. Jones: There was no strike at Fre-
mantle,

Mr. PTICEERING: The hon. member can
call it what he likes.

Mr. Jomes: Tse the correct term, Thers
was no strike at Fremantle,

Mr, PICKERING: We will eall it a fiasco.

Mr. Jones: That will de.

Mr. PICEERING: My attitude so far as
the Tremantle disturbance was concerned has
heen pretty definitely stated and T ses no
cange to withdraw what I said at the time.
I gtill stand by all I wrote and the inter-
pretation I put upon what I wrote—not the
interpretation the member for Fremantle
would put upon it. The only pecple who had
any practical knowledge ‘of the attempt
which was made to settle that trouble at
Fremantle were the members who comprised
Not one member outside
Cabinet had any knowledge of the contem-
plated action of the Government. I was not
a party in any way to what took place.

Hon., P. Collier: You share the responai.
bility.

Mr. PICEERING: I disclaimed
responsibility at the time.

Hon, P. Collier: You must have endorsed
their action.

Mr, PICKERING: I consider the action
of the Government in comnection with that
flaseo at Fremantle was not only ludierons
but eriminal,

Mr. Green: It would have been eriminal
if it had heen otherwise.

the
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My, PICKERING, It was criminal, They
locked upon such & serigus position in the
light of a picnic. People were selected in
8 haphazard manner to assist them. That
was a disgrace to the Government. If the
Government intended to take action with
regard to that trouble; they could have taken
it a8 a (tovernment. They should not have
gone down in a hole and corner way. They
shoul@ have notified in a proper manner that
it was their intention to take charge of the
wharves. One of the most serious yet am-
biguous statements made in the Speech is
that dealing with the social unrest, This
unrest iz confined not only to Western Ans-
tralia but is exhibited all over the world.

Mr. Green: Even in dear old England.

Mr. PICKERING: In England we find
it even more so than in Western Australia
to-day. We find there the Prime Minister
is doing his utmost to arrive at a satisfac-
tory solution of the- problems and that he
has appointed special committees to investi-
gate different phases and endeavour te solve
those problems as they arise. In this State
we have no one devoting any particolar

attention* to the social unrest which exists

here. For some years we have tried the
Arbitration Court as an expedient, but it bas
not given satisfaction to either side. I do
not see that we can expect any satisfaction
from it. The Arbitration Court is presided
over by & judge who, on one side, has a
representative of the workers anxious to get
increased emoluments, and on the other side
& representative of the employers anxious to
keep the remuneration below what the men
are entitled to, and the decision of the court,
in my opinion, represents an evening up
hetween the two parties. Having tried the
Arbitration Court for many years and it
having proved a failure, not only here but
in the Commonwealth, it is up to this State
to evolve some other system of settling dis-
putes.
Member: Direct action.

Mr. PICKERING: No. Tha constitution
of the court must be altered to successfully
grapple with these difficultids, I suggest
that the president of the court should be, not
a judge, but a man with & knowledge of
economies and with aociological training,
one interested not in the advancement of
either section, but in the advancement of
the whole. To adjudicate in an Arbitration
Ceurt is not a question of evening up be-
tween the two parties, but arriving at what
is true and just in both inferests. The leader
of the Opposition asked how it was that so
many changes had taken place in the Gov-
ernment during the recess. The position is
80 apparent that it should be unneeessary to
explain it. The ‘‘West Awustralian’’ stated
that the Lefroy  Administration was incom-
petent and that the strong man of Western
Australia was Mr. Colebateh: The National
party appreciated the truth:of that state-
ment; held a meeting and duly elected Mr.
Colebatch as head of - the .Goveroment, .
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Hon, P, Collier : In obedience to the
“Weat Australian,’’

Mr. PICEERING: -Yes, in obedience to
the dictates of the ‘‘West Australian’’
Mr. Colebatch had a short and merry life of
four weeks as Premier, and the strong man
of Western - Australia, lauded to the skies by

* the *''West Australian,’’ fell to pieces at the
first conflict which confronted him.

Then
we had to find another Premier, and the
{“West Augtralian’’ said Mr. Mitchell was
the heaven-sent saviour of the State. We
appreciated that and duly elected him Pre-
Tler.

Hon. P. Collier: You did the bidding of
the ‘‘West Australian’’ for the second time,

Mi. PICKERING: Yes, and 1 can qguite
believe that if there was another re-construe-
tion and the ‘‘West Australian’’ recom-
mended anyone else in this party, no matter
whom, we should fall into line and elect him.

Hon, P. Collier: The ‘‘West Australian’’
ig the dictator of the State.

Mr. PICRERING: That paper kindly
stated how I voted on the occasion of the re-
construetion, and I am prepared to endorse
it.

The Minister for Works:
correct,

Mr, PICKERING: Yes. I was returned
to this Hovse as a member of the Country
party to swpport the Nationalist Govern-
ment. T gave Sir Henry Lefroy my allegi-
ance and stuck to him in spite of the die-
tates of the "West Australian.’’ To-day I
sam a Country party member, with a right to
support the Nationalist Government, follow-
ing a Govermnent which has as its leader the
only non-Nationalist on this side of the
Bouse.

Because it was

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Colonial Seeretary: Why do not you
go over to the other side?

Mr. PICKERING: Because my place is
where I am, and I claim every right fo ex-
press the views I hold ard on which I was
returned. Tf the Colonial Secretary chooses
to sit closer to the Government than T do—
a Oovernment which is not a Nationalist
Government—it is his pigeon. When T con-
tested the election, part of the policy on
which T was returned was economy in ad-
ministration of the finances and now T find
myself sitting behind a Government launch-
ing out inte fresh avenues of wild expendi-
ture, and which Government has as one of
its Neutenants, a gentleman made noterious
in the annals of the State a3 ‘‘Gone a million
Jack.’* The main item in the Governor’s
Speech is repatriation, a question which is
vital to the interests of the State. The Pre-
mier intends to confine most of his attention
to the South-West. It has been said that
membearsg of the Country party objected to
the Premier holding the office of Minister for
Linds becaunse of his mismanagement of the
department in the settlement of the dry
areas. When Y stood for the Sussex seat on
both “oecasions, one of' the main things T
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fought against was the settlement of the dry
areas on those lines, The Premier is said to
have an exact knowledge of the conditions in
the dry areas. He induced people, through
his propaganda; to take np areas in the east-
ern districtsa. They did so. The areas were
surveyed before selection and, although there
was good forest land beyond all question,
the blocks were so eut up that the indifferent

land in larger proportion was mixed
with the good, with the result that
the wsettlers bave never been able to

achieve success. The Industries Assistance
Board and other people controlling advances
readily made advances on this land, and en-
couraged people to take advances, and con-
sequently most of the farmers under ' the
Tniustries Assistance Board, whose debts are
uot of any value, are those who were settled
on those mixed holdings. I bave had this
truth from men who have been eminently sue-
cesaful in the Wyaleatehem distriet. I have
been on farms there, and better could nok
be found. Ten or twelve years ago when they
took up this land they had nothing, but to-
day they possess pood homes, good farms,
and motor cars.

Mr. CGhrifliths: Who was responsible for’
thatd
Mr. PICKERING: Whoever put them

there was right, but to puot settlers on this
mixed land was only to court disaster. The
Premier had an exaet knowledge of this par-
ticular eountry. Now we are told we are to
have an extension of this principle to the
South-West. The Premier knows nothing
about the Sonth-West. He has not farmed

there, He has a property in the South-West:

not many miles from my own, but the farm-
ing done there is not worth considering. It
is some of the best land in the South-Wiest,
and perhaps not more than £300 or £400 has
been spent on the 2,500 acres. If he shows
such poor confidence in his own property in
the South-West, what can he expeet in regard
to other settlement? I have been in the
South-West for 14 years, and I know a good
deal about it. By the Soutb-West I mean the
area between the Great Southern and Al-
bany, Busselton, and as far as Pinjarra. The
Royal Commission on agriculture stated that
there were only 500,000 acres of first class
land left. I know some men who have spent
nearly all their lives in classifying land in
the South-West, and they admit that the area
of first class land is not anything like com-
mensurate with that stated by the Premier.
There is any amount of good land, but it is
already occupied. When the early settlement
took place, people took the best land; they
seemed to have sufficient knowledge to pick
out the good land, although they were
strangers to the eountry. There ig still much
good land which will respond to cultivation,
but it ia not first class land. I have 3,000
acres, and I know how difficult it is to work,

Mr. O'Loghlen: A man who takes up
3,000 acres in the South-West wants his head
read. .

Mr. PICKERING: He does. It has been

snid that a2 man who does that has a heart
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like a lion and a head like an ass. When 1
took up my land I had both, After 15 years’
experience I am thinking of those men wheo
are to be settled in the South-West. If they
are given improved land it will be all right,
but if they are put on to virgin country with
out improvements they will be condemned al-

" most to slavery. I am anxious to see the

South-West settled and settled on sound lines.
I do not want it to be settled in the same
way as the eastern areas were. I do not want
the same misery to be experienced there as
was the case in the dry areas. We have had
from members accounts of settlers living in
bag huts and undergoing other hardships. It
is impossible to settle the South-West by sur-
veying a million a¢res of land a year. The
policy I enunciated for the South-West for
the Gountry party is improved farms before
settlement.

Mr. Maley: You cannot develop it by child
labour.

Mr. PICKERING: I hope it never will be
developed by that means. The Minister re-
presenting the Country party should investi-
gate any accusation of that nature.

The Minister for Works: Do you ,advoeate
entirvely clearing the ground?

Mr. PICKERING: I advocate partial
clearing.

The Minigter for Works: And putting up
8 homestead and all that sort of thing.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not advocate any-
thing which is not on a good business basis.
1t is absolutely necessary to give these people
a chance of making good from the start.

The Minister for Works: They must have
something besides a bag house to live in.

Mr. PICKERING: They must have a home,
of course. I wovuld not withhold a home
from any settler. We cannot think of set-
tling the South-West on the lines adopted by
the Premier some time ago when he waa sup-
plying cows imported from Victoria to men
who only had serub land on which to run
them, for this is fatal to the settlement of
the country.

Hon. P. Collier: Flag-flapping cows too,

Mr, PICKEERING: They were good cows,
but thoy died because they were used to the
good pastures of Victoria. We cannot settls
the South-West as a dairying proposition
until there are good pastures for the cattls
to run on. ’ .

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why not put in a plea for
the Margaret River railway before dropping
the subject?

Mr. PICKERING: We are going to bave
a million pounds worth of railways there yet.
On the question of profiteering, a resolution
wag  passed by the assoeiation to which T
have the honour to belong, against profitear.
ing. I am not sure that the idea of settling
profiteering on the lines indicated by the
Premier will bring about the desired results.
If we are to settle the question it is not to
be done by fixing prices.. That ig only an
elementary way of dealing with it. To bring
about a satisfactory solution of the question,
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it most be done by a limitation of profita.
It may not be possible for this to be a State
measure, but if there was passed a Federal
measure it would be a good way of bringing
about a settlement. If we are to fix prices,
we must fix the minimum as well as the maxi.
mum price. There bas been a great outery
about the cost of potatoes. These cost some.
thing like £25 an acre to produce and the
average yield is only about four tons per
acre, If we are to fix the price of potatoes,
we must fix the minimum at which men may
farm them at a profit. The lowest at which
it ean be done to meet the distances found
in this State is something like £7 10s. per
ton.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
jeet to that.

Mr. PICKERING: If hon, members would
agree to that, on behalf of those engaged in
the potato industry I say, that they are pre-
pared to preoduce as many potatoes as are
required by the State. It costs about £25
per acre to grow potatoes, when we include
the cost of bags. That is the opinion of
potato growers with years of experiemce. I
was recently at a conference in the South-
West where we had potato growers from
Benger, who are all experienced men. We
went analytically into the gquestion and it
was found -to be impossible to market an
acre of potatoes under. £25,

The Minister for Works: The average
yield is about three tons to the acre,

Mr. PICKERING: T put it down at .four.
The snm of £6 5s5. per ton does not leave
very much margin for the grower at £7 10s.
The people of Denmnark, who live very largely
by potato growing, are not able to produce
them at that price either. One of the things
which to my mind is influencing the cost of
living is the high protective tariff. T stand
for a rvevenune tariff, as a member of the
Conntry party. Tt is the only tariff which is
going to benefit the State. Although in
theory protection may seem sound, in prae.
tice it does not wark out.

Mr. O’Loghlen: In & new country there is
no other poliey.

Mr. PICKERING: In a new country,
where the main industries which support it
are the primary industries, it is ridieulons to
say that we must foster the sccondary indus-
tries and strangle those which are of vital
importance to us.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I reslise that Australia
cannot be very great without both.

Mr. PICKERING: Members representmg
the timber and gold-mining industries know
that the tariff is inimical to the intereats of
these industries,

Mr. Davies: That is a matter for the
TFederal Parliament.

Mr. PICKERING : If we are never
going to arouse interest in the tariff in this
State, we are never going to affect the posi-
tion in the Federal Parliament. The resnlt
of the tariff is this: it is put on ecertain
commodities and the manufacturer finds that
owing to the incidence of the tariff not being

No consumer would ob-

. tion in revenus,
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heavy enough to profect those things he is
manufacturing :

Mr, SPEAKER: This is more a matter
for the Federal Parliament.

Mr. PICKERING: I understood that on
the Addvess-in-reply I could deal with ques-
tions aiffecting profiteering and the high cost
of living. The tariff has a very great effect
on the high cost of living, and unless you
rule me out of order, Sir, I intend to con-
tinue on these lines.

Mr. SPEAEKER: This House has no
power to deal ‘with the tariff,

Mr. PICKERING: I am going to pursue
this line of argument unless yon rule me out
of order. I believe this is one of the prim-
ary canses of the increased cost of living,
and as long as T am in order I will pursus
this line of argument.

Mr. SPEAKER: We will see how far the
hon. member goes. .

Mr. PICKERING: I will go as far as I
ean, It is an ever-widening circle. One
comniodity gets an advantage which inereases
the price of it to the tonsumer. Another
ecmimodity is then being manufactured and
the wages not heing great enovgh under the
tariff which appertains to-day, an increase
in that tariff is necessitated. Se¢ it goes
on in -circles, round and round. We are
threatened by the Prime Minister with an
inerease in the tariff. What does he hn]d out
a8 a resnlt of the increase®

Mr, Smith: He is not gitting in this House.

‘Mr. Green: Where are you to get the
revenne ¥

Mr. PICKERING: He says that a diminu-
tion in the revenue will reault from an in-
crease in the tariff. People who are paying
prohibitive prices for the things they are
consuming to-day will be confronted by an
increase in their land and ineome tax. That
is what it means, In a country of primary
production like Western Australia, the break-
ing point will soon be reached. How we can
pay high protective prices for what we need
in ordinary life, and pay an additional tax
which will follow .in consequence of a reduc-
it is impogsible to under.
stand. One of the remedies for the position
socially will be by raising the age, hefore
which children may not leave school, to 16,
I# we do that and the students have the ad-
vantage of the additional education derived
from those two extra years, and they are
technieally equipped for the partieular walks
in life to which they are best sunited, there
will be some hope of pgetting efficiency im-
parted into the trades in operation in Waest-
ern Australia. The apprenticeship system is
practically non-existent here, and if we are
to improve the output by our mechanics, we
will have to technically equip them through
our sechools; It is quite impossible to do a0
through the ordinary courses.

The Minister for Works: Then you do not
object to an inerensed expenditure on educa-
tion,

Mr. PICEERING: No, I will support any-
thing that will tend to give :a higher educa-
tion and training to the children. There are
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too many square pegs in round holes. It s
due to the faet that the children have not
had an opportunity of being properly
equipped for the avocations best fitted for
them, that the present position arises. In
connection with our State schools, if we had
inspectors whose duty it was to find out the
avocations for which our children are most
fitted, there would be a prospect of properly
equipping them for the battle of life. It
is stated in a work, ‘‘Eelipse or Empire,’’
which [ have read that the output in America
as compared with that of Great Britain is
a3 three to one, That is a serions position
to face. It does not only mean that it gives
the advantape to America, but it means that
owing to the decreased output in our State
and Great Britain, we have to pay a higher
price for the commodities we manufacture,
The remedy is to properly educate our chil-
dren and technically equip them to #ill their
positions in life, One of the evils of pro-
tection is that the higher the tariff the
greater the price of the commodities. We
do not find that if a particular industry is
protected, the price falls in any way; on the
contrary, it always goes up, but the cutpnt
does not, strange to say, increase corres-
pondingly,

Mr. O'Loghlen: The mechanics in the in-
dustry eonsume the products of the primary
producer.

Mr. PICEERING: Quite so, but it is cost-
ing more to manufacture the articles. The
protective tariff has a tendency to maintain
inefficiency in the manufacturer, obsolete
machinery, and obaclete methods,

Mr. Lambert: What about
mining?¥

Mr, PICKERING: What 1 have said is
true.

My, O’Loghlen: But you are inconsistent,
heeanse you bave just told us that the United
States produces three to one, and that under
a protective tariff. Tt is the most highly
protective tariff in the world, too.

Mr. PICKEERING: But the United States
market is much bigger than ours. It is a
different position altogether.

My, SPEAKER: Order! 1 cannot in this
debate allow the hon, member to proceed
to diseuss all the ramifications of freetrade
and protection.

_Mr. Troy: Why notd

Mr. PICKERING: It is one of the
gravest” problems of Western Anustralia to-
day. The viecious policy of protection ig
increaging the cost of living and the cost
of production considerably. I firmly believe
in a revenue tariff, which would stimulate
our manufacturers to equip their factories
better, -with improved machinery and more
up-to-date power, The whole tendency of
protection is to retard industries rather than
to develop them; and we; the producers, have
to bear the iniguitons burden of high prices
in consequence.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Human nature “is the same
everywhere. ' 'Both yon and I would be pro-
fiteers to-morrow 'if we could. .

obsolete

[ASSEMBLY.)

- Mr. PICKEERING : I regard a revenue
tariff as the solution of the question. As
regards usury, we have on our Statute-book
an Aect limiting the rate of interest to 12
per cent.

Mr, O’Loghlen: It is an Act that is never
enforced.

Mr. PICKERING: But the power is there.-
. Mr. O'Loghlen: Nearly all the sufferers
fromn usury suffer in silence.

Mr., PICKERING: If payments to pro-
fesgional men such as doetors, lawyers, and
engineers are limited, and if usurers are
restricted by law, why eannot limitations be
imposed in other directions?

Mr. Lambert: The pawnbrokers of this
town are infinitely more respectable than
some of the merchants.

Mr. PICEERING: Very little reference
was made in the Premier’s policy speech to
our relations with the Commonwealth, and
yet some of the things most vital to this
State are inseparable from our attitude
towards the Federal Government. What
attitude do the Western Australian Govern-
ment propose to take regarding the proposed
increase of tariff¥ Do they intend to protest
against it in any way? Or are they going
to gubmit in silence? T shall be glad to get
an expression of the Government’s opinion
on this vital subject.

The Minister for Mines: Let your organiss,
tion make a protest. If the Western Aus-
tralian Government attempted to interfere
with the Federal Government in that respect,
the Federal Government would want to in-
terfere with our conduct of Western Aus-
tralian affairs. -

Mr. PICKERING : The leader of the
Opposition has said that in nationalisation
lies the panacea for all our ills. - I cannot
agree with him in that.

Mr. Lambert: What about the State Im-
plement Works?!  Are you in favour of
abolishing that State enterprise?

Mr. PICKERING: No. There are certain
State enterprises in existence, and if I sup-
port one of them I must support all of them.

Mr, Lambert: Is it sound in principle ¥
Don’t humbog.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. PICKERING: I am not in sympathy
with the nationalisation of all industries, as
suggested by the leader of the Opposition.

Mr, Green: The leader of the Oppositien
suggested nothing of the kind.

Mr. PICKERING: The State Implement
Works, the State Steamship Service, and one
or two other State enterprises have proved
themsgelves to be of value to the community,
and I'am going to support them ag long as I
am here. As regards the mining industry, I
was glad to hear the member for Leonora
(Mr. Foley) suggest a mining advisory
board. The "'Sunday Times’’ in its last issue
proved conclusively, assuming the figures ad-
duced to be correct, that the attitude of the
Government towards mining has been far less
sympathetic than their "attitude towards
farming; and it appears as though in exist-
ing circumstances justice is not going to be



[12 AveusT, 1919.]

done to the mining industry. Ministers for
Mines have not been sufficiently sympathetie,
and the prospectors do not seem to have had
a fair deal. We see the prospectors coming
up for assistance and the Minister for Mines
gitting down and saying no.

IIon. P. Collier: The remedy would be to
make the Premier also Minister for Mines,

Mr. PICKERING: Perhaps; but the pre-
zent Minister for Mines has a reputation for
spending, too, though latterly he has not
lived wp to it. The mining advisory board
should consist of the Government (eologist,
the Chief Mining Fngineer, a representative
of the miners’ union, a member of the Cham-
ber of Mines, and a miember of Parliament
representing a mining constitueney. The con-
stitntion of sueh a buard might result in the
aldoption of a more reasomable attitude to-
wards the mining industry.

Mz, Lambert: Would all the members of
the hoard be paid¥

Mr, PICKERING: I think-they should
he. An expert advisory board would solve
many of the mining problems which are now
found so perplexing. .

Mr. Lambert: There are too many ad-
visory hoards functioning already.

Mr. PICKERING: I am surprised to find
the repretentative of a mining constituency
opposing something which might prove of
advantage to the mining industry.

Hon, P, Collicr: Would your advisory
board deal with oil and coal, toof

Mr. PICKIERING: Yes, with anything
that comes within the scope of mining opera-
tions. On the guestion of oil, T would draw
the Governmeut’s attention to developments
in' England. where oil was never expected to
be found. Althongh the evidence placed be-
fore the Weatern Australian Government by
our Government Geologist is not favourable
to the prospects of a discovery of oil in this
State, yet it does not absolutely negative the
possibility ; and Ministers might consider the
advisability of placing on the Estimates an
amonunt to euncourage prospecting for oil.
The Minister for Mines stated to-day that
our steamers would need oil, and an oil dis-
covery in Western Australiz would not only
supply that requirement but lift the State
out of all its diffienlties, I hardly care to
auggest an amount, but I think at least
£50,000 might be placed on the Estimates
for that purpose, Another aspect of mining
from which the suggested advisory board
might prove very useful would be the repat-
riation of miner soldiers. A subject to which
I must refer is that of bulk handling of
wheat.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Government do not
intend to do anything with that.

:Mr. PICKERING: I am greatly sur.
prised that members on this side of the
Chamber have not asked the Government to
re-instate last session’s meagure in this con-
nection. That was one of the most important
measures ever submitted to this Parliament.
Its importance to the farming community
is absolutely vital. Taking into considera-
tion the prite of bags to-day and the present

125

cost of handling, there is no argument against
the bulk handling prineiple for Western Aus-
tralin. What has cavsed me much regret ia
that, after this House passing the Bill, the
measure ghould have been defeated in an-
other place with the assistance of members
of my own party.

Mr. Lambert: Are you going to discuss
that matter in conference to-morrow?

Mr. PICKERING: I ask the Government
will they consider the possibility of re-in-
stating or re-introducing that measure dur-
ing the current session?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The investigation
into the bulk bandling question was one of
the best things that ever happened here. It
served to thfow out that Bill,

Mr. PICKERING: The member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin}
has always been opposed to the farming in-
Austry anil everything appertaining to it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Royal Commis-
sion did not approve of bulk handling.

My, PICKERING: Angther important
matter to be dealt with is the guestion of
immigration. Tor a considerable time there
ias been a vacancy in the Jmmigration De-
partment—the pogition of officer in charge
of immigration in London, The time has ar-
rived when that office must be fillad, T trust
the Government will not be led into so
foolish an action as the appointment of an
officer simply on the ground that he has been
receiving immigrants here, or anythiug of
that sort.

Mr. Green: Would you bhe in favour of
giving the appointment to an Englishmant

Mr, PICKERING: No. I favour the ap-
pointment of a man pogsessing an exact
knowledge of farming in Western Australia.

Mr. Lambert: If the officer to be ap-
pointed has that kndwledge and tells the
truth, we shall never get any farming im-
migrants,

Mr. PICKERING: Better even that than
to bring out deluded immigrants. T call at-
tention to the matter because I have heard
it rumoured that the Government contem-
plate -the appointment of an officer who is
eminently unsnited for the position,

Mr. Lambert: Name him. :

Mr. PICKERING: If the trnth iz told
about the State we shall get the right class
of men to come out here, but if we continue
to send out the propaganda issued from the
London office, we shall get men totally un-
suited to the life, The man for the position
must have had long experience of Agricul-
tural Bank work, He must know the in-
dustry thoroughly, must know what it costs
to fo things and what money is required. I
hope the Government, when considering the
filling of the position, will bear in mind that
it is a- matter of vital importance to the
State. Another appointment that requires
to be made is that of an officer in charge of
child immigration. In this connection I
wounld point to the gentleman who has been
managing the Fairbridge Farm 8chool for
boys. It is much more desirable to get boys
out here than to get men; becanse we can
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get boys without any outside training
foreign to the country, and we can bring
them up as Australisns in the very environ-
ment in which they are to pursue their avoca-
tion. It is a question of great importance
to the farming community. The boys trained
at the Fairbridge school are well fitted for
the life they have to follow, and I believe
it would be wise on the part of the Govern-
Inent to encourage child immigration. The
British Government, T understand, are fav-
ourably c¢onsidering a proposition for paying
6s. per week per capita for every boy
brought out here. Well trained youths are
very much needed in the dairying industry
in the South-West, and the proposition, I
am gure, will have the endorsement of mem-
bers on this side of the House. Another
matter to which T would draw attention is
the provision of soldiers’ homes, A sum of
£500 per man is allowed for this purpose,
This sum is ailtogether inadequate, The
accommodation to be provided for £500 is
not sufficient for any self-respecting person.

The Minister for Works: That is a ques-
tion for the Commonwealth Government.

Mr. PICKERING: But I want the State
Government to make representations, Tf
they cannot do that, what is the use of the
State Government? I myself drew several
plans on the basis of £500, and T found that
to be satisfactory they would cost £750,

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: The sum of £500 is
quite heavy enough when it ecomes to repay-
ment.

Mr. PICEERING: But yo¢n cannot build
a decent home for £500,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Many of the homes
bujlt by the State board cost less,

Mr. PICKERING: That was before the
war. Conditions are very different to-day.
T believe that a worker, like anybody else
in Australia, prefers a decent home, and I
am opposed to providing kennel homes at
£500. Only the other day an article on the
subjeet appeared in the ‘¢ West Australian.’’
In the plans submitted the largest room was
14 by 18, while others were 10 by 8.

Mry. Green: A fine jarrah home ecan be
built for £500.

Mr. PICKERING: Not if properly
finished inside. I was returned on the score
of economy.

Hon, P. Collier: They reckoned you would
be cheaper than the late member.

Mr. PICKEERING: The question of
economy has hLeen tonched upen by the mem-
ber for Pilbara, who apoke of the re-arrange-
ment of the Government .offices, There iz a
proper principle to adopt in sueh re-arrange-
ment, namely the concentration of officers in
as few huildings as possible. The outlay of
those buildings should be on such lines as
woitld be adopted by any modern business
firm. In an up-to-date business office one
will find that the officer in charge has com-
plete control, whereas in the dog kennels
known ms Government offices every man has
control for himself.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Mines: Not in the new
Mines offices.

Mr. PICKERING: I think the minute the
Goverument can see their way clear they
shonld get agide a certain sum of money for
erecting proper offices for the housing of the
different departments of State. That money,
even if it had to be raised ss a loan, wounld
be of advantage to the State in the amouat.
it wonld save. The one objeet most of ng
have at heart is to get industrial peace in
Western Australin. We all believe that it
¢an only be done by equitable: metheds, and
that the State would advance rapidly if such
peace could he attained. Whilst we are
fighting one another, as we are doing to-day,
it is hopeless to expeet prosperity. If it
cannot be achieved by present methods, I
anggest that some other eourt of appeal be
set up. I would welecome any means of
arriving at improved conditions. To-day we
are flying at each other’s throats; we have
aven heard suggestions of lamp-posts and
topes. T am prepared to support any measure
that will solve this industrial problem.

Mr. Green: You were talking machine
guons a little while ago.

Mr. PICKERING: Nothing of the sort.
When dealing with the Fremantle trouble
T said that we should have gone to the coun-
try and got the country’s verdict on the
position. If we had gone to the country
then, the eountry would have given us the
verdiet as to what it required us to do, and
would have supported us in doing it,

The Minister for Mines: We have been to
tho country.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes, on one or two side
isses.

The Minister for Mines: Not on any side
issue at all, We have had the verdict of
the country straight out.

Mr. PICKERING: We shall not solve
these problems by mere platitudes. The
Government ecan introduce the necessary
legislation. Will the Government take the
required steps?t The counditions all round us
have changed, and it is necessary we should
realise that we are no longer in 1914, If
we approach the problems confronmting the
State with earoestness, I believe we shall
find a way out. If we reduee our tariff the
price of commodities will become cheapaer,
the ontput will become greater, and the cost
of living will fall. If we are going to main-
tain cur tariff at the present exorbitant
rates, it will be neeessary to provide for a
limitation of profits. That iz the only way
we can restriet the price of commodities and
maintain our tariff. If, in addition, we
properly educate our children, and so fit
them for the battle of life, we will render
them more efficient and, in conseguence, pro-
duction will be greatly inereased. The
present is not an occasion for merely doing
our best. We have made it a question of
getting the most for the least and paying
the least for the most. That is the attitude
of to-day, and that attitude has to be
changed if we are to have the best in West-
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ern Australia. There is nothing more dear
to my heart than to have the best for West-
ern Australia.

O motion by the Minister for Works, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.80 pam.

Teaislative Council,

Wednesday, 13th August, 1919.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixth Day.
Debate resumed from the previons day.

Hon. J. E. DODD (South): In rising to
make a few observationa in connection with
this debate, I desire to express my deep re-
gret at the death of our late Presgident, and
T endorse all the sentiments that have been
expressed in regard to him, I remember
when I first came to the House knowing very
little about it, the late Sir Henry Briggs was
very kind mdeed and when I became a Min-
ister of the Crown he often gave me hints
whieh were helpful and useful, and X am sure

. it will be a long time before we become Te-
conciled to his absence. I alse wish to con-
vey my congratulations to you, Sir, and I
think we can fairly say you have won the
position by reason of your knowledge of the
Constitution by reason of your ability, and
temperament, and I hope you will long
live to enjoy it. I alsec wish {o asso-
ciate myself with the expressions which
have been used in regard to Dr. Saw and
Mr. Panton. The fact of thesé two gentle-
ment being in the House, both of whom have
gerved their country on the battlefield,. cer-
tainly enhances its prestige, and I mncere]v
hope that these.hon. members' deliberations
will be beneficial to vs. Reference was made
in the Governor’s Speeeh to peace being pro-
claimed. Naturally we all agree with the
sentiments expressed, and we all hope that
the peace which has been signed by the
Allies and our late enemies will be a lasting
one. Deapite the fact that there is so much
turmoil in the world to-day, I think we can
look forward to the future with some degree
of confidence. I am inclined to think that
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the courage which has been exhibited on the
battlefields of Europe by our men will be
brought into being in connection with their
lives in Australia. I am not one of those who
think that because our men have been away
fighting that they have returned brutalised,
and are going to be a menace to the eountry.
I shall never be afraid of what the soldiers
in Australia will do, provided we give them
a fair deal. We can take credit to ourselves
as a race for the manner in which we have
come out of the war, and I was interested in
reading the other day a report of the apeech
delivered by General Smuts. There are a
few lines in that speech whichk I wouid like
to read to hon, members General Smuts
said—

Before the war he and his friends had
felt the might of the Empire, but one had
to be at the Peace Conference to see what
a part it played in the counsels of the
world to realise not omly its physical but
moral preponderance. Whatever the past
and whatever the future, the British Em-
pire wag far and away the most potent
instrument for good or evil which ever ex-
isted in the world. The British Constitu-
tion gave the clearest cluve and guidance
ag to the course to be pursued,

It is something that we can be proud of to
think that a man in the position of General
Smuts, who fought us tooth and nail during
the Boer war—and I say. it redounded to his
credit that he did- so—that after all these
years he can sgay what he said the other day
about the British Empire as it exiats at the
present time. I am proud to think that de-
spite all the black spots that there are in our
recor(lg—-and there are some very dark onmes
—that we are to-day the pgreatest forece in
the world, and it is to the credit of the geniua
of our people that, whilst kinge are falling
and thrones are tumbling almost everywhere
throughout the world, things are no worse in
the British Empire than they are. Some
people are inclined to think that things are
very bad so far as industrial unrest iz con-
cernefl. They are bad enough, but for all
that I think the genius of our race will asee
us through, provided we get a little vision
into our minde. I have spoken on one or two
oceagions with reference to the many war ac-
tivities for good that were brought into op-
eration doring the four vears which bave
just closed, and X wonld like to say a word
or two with reference to that matter. While
we gtand appalled at the barbarism, at the
horror engendered by the war, I think there
i3 a contra account, and it is that I would
like to see the Government and those who
have an interest in our welfgre try to take
over. When we come to consider all the war
activities brought into being to alleviate the
horrors of war, the innumerable societies—
Red Crosa, Trench Comforts, and a hundred
and one others, not only in one town and in
ohe .couvntry, but in every village of the
United Kingdom and the .British Empire—
when we come to consider that all these
societies were brought into being to alleviate
the horrors of war, and when we think that



